
THE STOIC

t?{gmber Eighty-five

JULY 195 1



It is necessary, therefore, for us to prepare to enforce our claim, and
while rhe country is over-run with foreigners to do our best to show them
what the public school really is like. Already one step has been made in
the right direction; an impressive photograph has been taken to prove
that, since the school's foundation, StOics have done mass P.T. regularly
before breakfast under the cagle eye of " Muscles", the Staff-Sergeant.
Perhaps desks might be carved to advantage with suitably famous names,
and lirebuckets balanced on the tOp of a few half-open classroom doors
to emphasize the rough and teady humour of the schoolboy; also an
explanatory booklet of masters' nicknames might be prepared for the
use of visitors.

"FLOREAT," someone once said, "Etona," and we Stoics feel that in
this year of British exhibitionism we too have a right to display
ourselves among the ranks of the great English public schools.

For twenty-eight years now the sound of leather on willow has echoed
between Valdre's colonnades, and Adam's South Front has looked down
benignly on two generations of hesperal French-cricketers. Also we
have a school shop, and though our younger members may not" cut
along to the grubber" as in some educational establishments, the tradi­
tional cry of "cave, the beak" may upon occasion be heard to echo
through the Vanbrugh Block. All this, we feel, entitles us to our share
of the Public School Tradition, and to claim with pride that our fellows
may be relied upon to face LEe with a straight bat.
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Another aspect of public-school education is the cold bath. For
some inexplicable reason this institution is inextricably tied up with
hygiene and without his morning bath a fellow is filthy; if the' pres' are
any good, of course, they will smell him as he goes in to 'brekker' and do
present execution upon him in some suitable pond. Now, there are
many things about Stowe that accord with the Public School Tradition,
but there is no denying that many Stoics often miss their cold baths,
perhaps even deliberately. Until this deficiency is made up we may not
qualify for inclusion among the Traditional Public Schools.

Gentlemen, the choice is yours.

STOICA

School Officials-Summer Term, 1950.

Prefects :-R. J. Ruhemann (0), Head of the School; C. C. Malden
(lIP), Second Prefect and Prefect of Chapel; T. Knight (B), Prefect of
Library; J. A. Pearman (B), Prefect of Gymnasium; H. J. Lloyd (T) ;
M. Colston (G) ; C. F. N. Hope (llC) ; W. M. Patterson (B) ; T. D. Whitson
(T) ; A. M. Vinen (W) ; M. K. Gregory (C); G. D. L. Adams (B);
P. J. Tickell (B).

Cricket :-Captain, H. J. Lloyd (T); Secretary, P. G. Harris (lIP).
Lawn Tetlnis :-Captain and Secretary, J. S. Yates (0).
Swimming :-Captain, R. M. Nicholson (B); Secretary, J. A. Pear­

man (W).

The following visitors have preached in Chapel this term :-Sunday,
May 13th, The Rev. Canon A. W. Howells, C.M.S. ; Sunday, May 20th,
The Rev. H. E. Kendall, Warden of St. Edward's School, Oxford;
Sunday, May 27th, The Rev. Kenneth Riches, Principal of Cuddesdon
College, Oxford; Sunday, June 24th, The Ven. C. H. Ritchie, Arch­
deacon of Northumberland; Sunday, July 15th, The Rt. Rev. Bishop of
Peterborough. '

Chapel Collections have been as follows :-March 25th, for the
Anglican Mission to North Guinea, £25 165. 9d.; May 13th, for the

THE STOIC

Church Missionary Society, £24 8s. ad. ; June 3rd, for The Pineapple,
£24 3s. ad. ; July 1st, for Stowe Church Maintenance Fund, £27 9s. 7d.

The Exeat was from Friday, June 15th, to Monday, June 18th, both
days included. The School Dance was again held on the previous evening,
that of Thursday, June 14th; a short account of it appears on another
page.

Speech Day, the first for twelve years, and Old Stoic ~ay were held
in combination this year, on Saturday, July 28th. On thiS and the two
preceding nights, performances of " Othello" were given by the His­
torians. Account s of these events will appear in our next issue.

A son was born to the wife of Mr. R. V. P. Adams on March 25 th ;
and a daughter to the wife of Mr. J. M. Osborne on April 16th.

At the end of last term, bad weather prevented the holding of Sports
Day. The Relay Meeting was held, in a rather unrehearsed form, and
was won by Bruce.

The following have been successful in the 1St M.B. examination at
Cambridge :-Pts. 2 and 3, A. J. P. Campbell (Q) ; Pt. I, P. J. Harkness
(T), W. M. Patterson (B), P. Burgess (lIP), H. J. Lloyd (T) ; Pt. 2, H. J.
Lloyd (T) ; Pt. 4, J. W. L. Adam~ (B) ; Pt. 3, P. J. Harkness (T).

•
P. G. Harris (~) reached the semi-final of the Junior Amateur Squash

Rackets competition for the Drysdale Cup, held in April at the R.A.C.

Representative Colours for Squash Rackets were awarded at the end
of last term to D. M. Vance (G), P. O. S. Marden (lIP) and J. A. Y.
French (0).

School Colours for Cricket have been awarded as follows :-

1st XI. :-H. R. V. Whitcombe (B), C. N. H. Hordern (W), C. C.
Malden (~) (re-awarded) ; D. M. Vance (G), M. J. Fenwick (C), A. W.
Fraser (C), M. R. J. Forman (0), A. J. Beerbohm (C).

2nd XI. :-P. L. Morris (0), F. J. R. Boddy (0), B. J. Calvert (G),
P. O. S. Marden (~), R. Cobham (G). .
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ANNUAL COMPETITION PRIZES

P. J. Tickell (B)
K. A. Henderson (C)

R. J. Ruhemann (to)

K. A. Henderson (C)

Not awarded

School) :
N. L. M. Boultbee (G)

No entry

J. A. Thomson (W)

P. J. LeVay Lawrence (B)
No entry

JAMES MAYNE PRIZE FOR ECONOMICS:

PETERS BONE ENGLISH PRIZE: 1st Prize: Not awarded
2nd Prize: J. F. G. Gornall (C)

ROBERT BARBOUR PRIZE FOR SCRIPTURE: P. J. Tickell (B)

QUENTIN BERTRAM PRIZE FOR LATIN (Prose) : R. J. Ruhemann (0)

HUMPHREY FOSTER PRIZE FOR NATURAL SCIENCES: A. Morriss (B)

W. B. HARDS PRIZE FOR CHEMISTRY: E. H. Jarv.is (C)

HAYWARD PRIZE FOR CHEMISTRY: Not awarded

STEWART PRIZE FOR MATHEMATICS: J. S. Yates (0)

PEARMAN SMITH PRIZE FOR MATHEMATICS (Middle School) :
R. e. Withinshaw (QL:)

S. G. Wreford (C)

JOHN WEBSTER PRIZE .FOR MODERN LANGUAGES:

J. G. RIESS PRIZE FOR MODERN LANGUAGES:

SYRETT HISTORY PRIZE:
\VALLACE PRIZE FOR GEOGRAPHY:

PETER BATES PRIZE FOR GEOGRAPHY (Middle

HEADMASTER'S PRIZE FOR GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: R. D. M. Mann (~)

BASIL AIMERS PRIZE FOR READING: B. P. Stranahan (~)

EDWARD HARDING MEMORIAL PRIZE FOR READING: Not awarded

BRYAN HENSHAW PRIZES FOR ENGLISH SPEECH:

Senior:
Junior:

CHARLES LOUDON PRIZE FOR GREEK (Translation) :

ANTHONY PEARCE PRIZE FOR LATIN ORATION:

School Colours for Lawn Tennis have been awarded to J. G. Rigg (W).

3rd XI. :-G. W. A. Kent (QL:), M. K. Gregory (C), R. e. Within­
shaw, (QL:), N. A. Gray (QL:), H. D. E. Woods (~), R. H. A. Rycroft
(C), J. G. Soar (C).

Colflf' Caps :-R. e. Allerton (G), A. P. Hill (B), D. G. duB. Dew (C),
P. E. S. Lilley (to), J. R. F. Crombie (to), M. Grieve (~), J. Hawtrey
Woore (B), J. e. Witham (T).

ENTRANCE SCHOLARSHIPS

School Colours for Swimming have been awarded to G. K. Burrell (0),
R. S. L. Pearman (W)., N. M. Bates (G).

PUBLIC SCHOOLS APPOINTMENTS BUREAU

Any Old Stoic who is looking for a suitable post in industry
or commerce, whether at home or overseas, and who is not yet
24 years of age, is reminded that he may apply to the Public Schools
Appointments Bureau, either for advice or for introducti?n ~o a prospec­
tive employer. The Bureau has at the moment apphcatlons for ex­
Public School boys from firms of all kinds, and many of the posts offered
are very attractive. Interviews can be arranged (by appointment only)
with " The Secretary, Public Schools Appointments Bureau, 29, Gordon
Square, London, W.e. I."

The following have been elected to Scholarships :-

T. P. BOYD-CARPENTER (Ladyc~oss School, Seaford).
J. O. KENNEDY (Sandroyd School, Rushmore, Tollard Royal).

M. K. RIDLEY (Tre-Arddur House School, Anglesey).
R. B. SKEPPER (King's Mead, Seaford).

A. D. EVANS (Mostyn House School, Parkgate).
J. W. R. WILLSON (St. Michael's, Tawstock Court and Stowe School).

Elected to the Robert McDougall Scholarship for Music :-
D. S. ROWE-BEDDOE (Llandaff Cathedral School, Cardiff).
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JOHN HOLLAND PRIZE FOR CARPENTRY OR METAL WORK:

P. A. Swindell (~)
A. ]. A. MacCormick (0)

WHITE-SMITH PRIZE FOR AVIATION ACTIVITIES: J. C. M. Shepherd (T)
ANTHONY HOWARD PRIZE FOR ART: rR. T. Tattersall-Wright (W)

R. P. A. F. Williams (B)
MUSIC PRIZES:

GILLlNG-LAX PRIZE P. R. Cutforth (~)

Piano: -!enior, R. James<:>n (G), J. R. Melvin (QC) ; Junior: A. Best (B).
\"'V'oodwmd: J. R. MelvlU (QC). Brass: P. C. Berg (C). Strings: R. F.
Hamer (G). Organ: C. ]. Cheesman (C).

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL D. B. DRYSDALE, M.B.E., Royal Marines',
(~, 1935), who for the past year has been in charge of the British
Commando troops in Korea, has been awarded the D.S.O. and also the
American Sil ver Star· for gaMantry in action.

DR. S. P. E. C. W. TOWNLEy-WORSTHORNE (0, 1940) has been appoint­
ed a Lecturer in Music at Worcester College, Oxford.

G. P, LLOYD (B, 1944) was a member of the Oxford and Cambridge
Athletic team which defeated Harvard and Yale at the White City on
June 23rd.

P. C. MURPHY (~, 1945) was a member of the Cambridge University
Swimming team which defeated Oxford on June 23rd.

]. B. MORE (C, 1946) has composed lyrics for the recent production
of the Cambridge University Footlights Club, part of which had the
distinction .of a short run at the Dorchester Hotel.THE STOWE DANCE

OLIM ALUMNI

The Stowe ~ance was held in the pleasat;ltly decorated Assembly on Thursday,
June, 14th, the rught before the Exeat. It had lnvolved considerable hectic preparation
and ltS success was due to the good-will and co-operation of everyone concerned.

A buff~t was set,up in the ,Library where vast quantities of tasty dainties were served
accomp~rued by wtne and clder cups. The Library and Ante-Library were cleaned
and pohshed beyond all recognition and furnished with chairs and tables for sitting out,

The weather ~as kind, for it ~as warm and dry and Stoics and their partners were
able to stroll (;lUtslde as an alternatIve to dancing on the specially laid oak floor to the
excellent mUS1C .of Mr. ~ouglas ~ytham and ?is R~ythm Aces. Theirs was a good
performance wIt~ a vanety of tnstruments, lncludtng, as one of the high-spots of
the evemng, plaYIng on carpenter's saws with violin bows.

With M. Colston (G) as Master of Ceremonies, several prizes were competed for.
The;,e :vere two ~limination dance 'prizes and one for the holder of the" Lucky Num­
ber tlcket. Thls last, to the dehght of everyone, was won by Miss Ridley and the
Headmaster.

Also, during the course of the evening, three hundred balloons which had been
strung across the roof of the Assembly were let down. Several hours work on the
p~rt of many ,lusty Stoics was then reduced to nought in a few seconds amid a series of
mtnor explosIOns.

The few mem~ers of th~ ~taff W~lO were abl~ to come enjoyed themselves immensely,
and by them, S~OlCS and vlsItors, 1t was acclalmed a definite success, after which it is
reasonably certaIn that the School Dance will become an annual event.

J.A.P.

BIRTHS

To-the wife of J. J. RIDDICK (C, 1937), a son, on January 19th; to the wife of
P. W. HARVEY (G, 1942), a son, on February 26th; to the wife of MAJOR F. J. R. P.
NEEDHAM (C, 1933), a son, on March 20th; to the wife of R. M. W. BUSK (~, 1943),
a daughter, on March 23rd; to the wife of 1. H. NICHOLSON (~, 1935), a daughter, on
March 23rd; to the wife of J. R. e. KENYON, M.e. (T, 1932), a son, on March 23rd;
to the wife of MAJOR K. P. P, GOLDSCHMIDT (0, 1935), a daughter, on March 24th;
to the wife of R. O. RICHARDS, D.S.e. (T, 1939), a son, on March 24th; to the wife
of R. V. P. ADAMS (W, 1937), a son, on March 25th; to the wife of J. B. SUMNER
(C, 1940), a daughter, on March 29th; to the wife of O. A. W. DILKE (B, 1933), a son,
on March 31st.

To the wife of MAJOR M. e. WATSON, M.e. (T, 1936), a daughter, on April 3rd;
to the wife ofD. P. CHOYCE (QC, 1935), a son, on April 12th; to the wife of DR. W. E. D.
MOORE (G, 1931), a daughter, on April 13th; to the wife ofD. T. WESTON (~,I940)'

a daughter, on April 13th; to the wife of M. 1. ATKIN-BERRY, M.e. (QC, 1940), a son,
on April 15th; to the wife of S. BARCLAY (C, 1938), a son, on April 21St (in Athens) ;
to the wife of R. A. ALSTON-RoBERTS-WEST, M.e. (G, 1938), a son, on April nnd;
to the wife of R. G. Fox (q, 1938), a daughter, on April 24th; to the wife of MAJOR
J. P. SEARIGHT (C, 1934), a son, on April 25th (in Germany) ; to the wife of e. D.
WITTS (QC, 1934), a daughter, on April 26th; to the wife of W. A. BROWN (W, 1936~,

a daughter, on April 28th; to the wife of J. F. P. TATE (W, 1941), a daughter, on Apnl
30th.

To the wife of MAJOR M. E. FLETCHER, M.e. (QC, 1936), a daughter, on May 2nd;
to the wife of MAJOR G. A. DICK-LAUDER (QC, 1935), a son, on May 3rd; to the wife
of THE HaN. A. L. MAFFEY (C, 193 I), a son, on May 4th; to the wife of J. D. F. PEN­
ROSE (W, 1937), a daughter, on May 7th; to the wife of R. N. BARCLAY (C, 1937),
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CASUALTIES

Missing in Korea :-CAPTAIN G. D. LUTYENS-HuMFREY «1, 1945), The Gloucester­
shire Regt.

Wounded in Korea :-SECOND-LIEUTENANT B. E. SMITH (6, 1948), The Royal
Northumberland Fusiliers.

SIR,
For the first time in our history we had two boys elected to play in the London

Federation of Boys' Clubs' team against the M.e.e. Young Professionals at Lords.
We also had three boys playing in a Federation representative team against Eton College
second XI, and incidentally it was the first time that two brothers had ever played in a
Federation team. The high standard of the senior and junior cricket teams is being
maintained. In the league matches the seniors have only lost one game and the juniors
have won every game.

A team was entered for the Paddington Youth athletic competitions on 26th June.
In spite of the very inclement weather on the evening of the meeting, we obtained the
first and second places in the long jump, a second in the 100 yards and also a second in
the relay race.

After making most of our arrangements to hold the summer camp at Sandown as
in the past few years our permission to use the Yaverland Field was withdrawn by the
War Department. We are therefore arranging to use our old site at the School for
two weeks from 31St August and expect to have about thirty-five boys under canvas.

Week-end camping at Tring has been a regular feature this summer and we are
very grateful to Mrs. Pearce for her continued interest in the Club and for very kindly
making the necessary arrangements for this.

We had a very good day for our visit to the School on Sunday, June 3rd. After
bathing in the lake the cricket team had a very good game against a School XI; as
is usually the case, the home team won the match. The efforts of aU concerned in
making our visit such an enjoyable one were greatly appreciated.

Yours faithfully,
R. W. HONE,

Warden.

P.S.-I add with much regret the news of the death of Capt. e. R. Lucas, D.S.a.,
a former Warden of the Club, who died in hospital after an operation yesterday.

42;a, EDGWARE ROAD,
LONDON, W.2.

July 6th, 1951.

BoysFORCLUBSTOWE

To the Editor of The Stoic.

Tel. : PADdington 5452..

a daug~ter, on May 7th ; to the wife of J. D. FAY (G, 1938), a daughter, on May 9th
(m Pans).; to the wIfe of A. T. R. NICHOLSON (W, 1939), a daughter, on May 23 rd ;
to the wIfe of U. B. WALMSLEY (QC:, 1932.), a daughter, on May 24th; to the wife of
a. E. CRASTER (QC:, 1934), a daughter, on May 24th; to the wife of D. W. PARTRIDGE
(W, 1943), a daughter, on May 28th (in Nairobi); to the wife of CAPTAIN D. E. M.
EARLE (B, 1940), a son, on May 29th; to the wife of MAJOR J. A. LLOYD-WILLIAMS
(T, 1940), a son, on May 29th (in Singapore); to the wife of LIEUTENANT-COLONEL
R. P. P. SMYLY (C, 1925), a daughter, on May 31St.

To the wi~e of WING-COMMAN~ERH. K. DAWSO~ SHEPHERD (T, 1930), a daughter,
~n June 6th (m Cyprus) ; to the wIfe of R. H. M. PEASE (G, 1944), a son, on June 9th
(m Kenya); to the wIfe of W. aVENSTONE (G, 1935), a son, on June 10th; to the wife
of A. G. PAGE (QC:, 1943), a son, on. June loth; to the wife of H. J. MIALL (B, 1929),
a daughter, on June 10t~; to the wife of M. F. VILLIERS STUART (T, 1930), a daughter,
on Ju?e 11th; to the wife of N. W. RILEY (B, 1941), a daughter, on June lIth; to
the wIfe of M. A. PRYOR (B, 1929), a daughter, on June 13th; to the wife of MAJOR
J. A. CROFT, M.e. (C, 1932), a daughter, on June 17th; to the wife of B. G. HENRY
(G, 1944), a daughter, on June 24th; to the wife of D. CARNEGy-ARBUTHNOTT (B,
1943), a daughter, on June 25th;. to the wife of MAJOR D. V. PALMER «1, 1944), a
daughter, on June 29th; to the wIfe of DR. H. E. VICKERS (QC:, 1936), a son, on June
29th.

. To the wife of D. A. a. DAVIES (T, 1941), a son, on July 3rd (in Malaya) ; to the
wIfe of e. BOYScSTONES (6, 1944), a daughter, on July 7th; to the wife of D. C. LUNN­
ROCKLIFFE (C, 1942), a daughter, on July loth; to the wife of e. E. WOODBRIDGE
(6, 193 I), a daughter, on July loth.

MARRIAGES
R. D. LIGHTFOOT (W, 1941) to Miss M. Boardman, on September 14tH, 1950;

I. e. ROBERTSON (6, 1944) to Miss J. Griffiths, on March 26th; MAJOR A. E. P. NEED­
HAM ~C, 1939) to Miss J. B. W: Ramsden, on March 30th; J. F. L. KNIGHT (T, 1942)
to MISS J. Waterhouse,. on Apnl 3rd; CAPTAIN P. D. P. DUNCOMBE (C, 1945) to Miss
R. M. ~ylmer, on AprIl 4th; J. E. H. RUSSELL (B, 1944) to Miss E. Hughes-Reckitt,
on AprIl 28th; S. e. LLOYD (B, 1943) to Miss D. N. Robertson, on April 28th; MAJOR
R. L. COKE, D.S.a., M.e. (C, 1935) to Miss M. Townshend Fletcher, on April 28th.

MAJOR J. L. ASHTON «1, 193 I) to Miss N. van der Spuy, on May 1st; W. D. CAPJON
(C, 1929) to Miss A. Georgetti, on May 5th; SQUADRON-LEADER A. K. PIPER, D.F.C.
(B, 1.933) to Miss N. I. Bamber, on May 12th (in Egypt) ; J. S. HILLYER (6, 1943) to
M~ss E. A. Thynne, on June 2nd (in Tasmania) ; e. E. GUINNESS (QC:, 1942) to Miss
Ehzabeth Thompson, on June 2nd; D. Q. CHALMERS (B, 1939) to Miss Veronica
W. Hadwen, on June 9th; C. K. ADAMSON (Q, 1932.) to Miss Margot van der Burgh,
on June 16th; M. C. BAGSHAWE (B, 1944) to Miss P. J. Crompton-Inglefield, on June
23 rd ;. D. B. MORGAN-GRENVILLE (W, 1945) to Miss N. Martin, on June 30th (in
~ashmgton) ; I. A. ROXBURGH (W, 1938) to Miss Gillian F. Norton, on July 7th ;
G. M. SCARROTT «1, 1947), to Miss E. Y. Hundley, on July 14th; J. V. BARTLETT
(T, 1945) to Miss G. L. Hoffman, July 14th.

DEATHS
B. G. GILBERT (B, 1940), owing to an accident, in December 1950; FLIGHT­

LIEUTENANT D. M. LEACH (G, 1939), in a flying accident, on April 12th.
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Having been warned that first days at an English Public school would be " pretty
grim", the writer entered Stowe last September as an English-Speaking Union ex­
change student with considerable suppressed apprehension. My nationality was
engraved on my tongue more plainly than it could be on any passport, and I mourn­
fully mused that the oldest of all the new boys in Grafton House probably knew the
least about the life he was going to lead in his new surroundings.

Recollections of the first few days are now rather confused. It was a great relief
to find myself in the hands of friendly and likeable people who were more than anxious

. to do anything they could for me. My many and flagrant violations of school rules
were borne with cheerful toleration and my faults patiently explained. Stowe un­
folded before American eyes as a fascinating magic carpet-a somewhat damp carpet,
but for that the English climate took the blame-whose pattern I could follow but
whose meaning I could not quite comprehend. An early letter home observed in a
bewildered manner that:

" Some of the school traditions are very impressive. The one connected with
meals gave me an awful fright when first encountered. Just before eating, Stowe
assembles in a large room adjacent to the dining halls. On the morning of my initial
meal I entered this large gathering, which was engaged in rather loud conversation.
As the noise proceeded I suddenly noticed one of the Prefects stride into the room
yelling something in a terrible tone of authority. Immediately there was a dead, panic­
stricken silence. I was appalled. It seemed to me that the school must have done
something dreadfully wrong, and my fears were confirmed when everyone filed into
the dining room without saying a word. Only after grace was conversation resumed."

As I met and talked with an increasing number of Stoics large and small, it soon
became apparent that the more outre aspects of one's native land can only be learned
abroad; for among many enquiries, put for the most part seriously and with the best
intentions, I had repeatedly to assure people that:

1. My short hair-cut was not intended to facilitate the deposit of chewing gum
behind my ears.

2. A " prep-school" is not the same commodity in America as in England, since
I had just come from one.

3. When walking the streets of New York City I seldom carry a gun.
4. To the best of my knowledge no annual contest exists in which any people

push pennies across the Brooklyn Bridge with their noses.

5. Though my intention is to join a fraternity upon entering an American univer­
sity, I do not expect to be boiled in oil.

Two facets of a Public School are of particular interest to an American: one is
the aspect of games, to which there is an extraordinary difference in approach on either
side of the Atlantic. In any American school all efforts are concentrated on getting
people who can play well, and playing to win; if a boy shows ability in some particular

AN AMERICAN AT STOWE

game he receives excellent and intensive traImng and does nothing else athletically
during the term. At Stowe the main interest is th~t everybo4J p1a.ys.; there is comparatiye­
Iv little specialized coachIng, and all boys try theIr hand at a vanety of games. WhICh
i~ the preferable attitude deperids upon the point of view: undoubtedly a good player
has a better opportunity to become a very good player in the U.S.A. This particular
American, however, having never shown much talent for any game, finds it so re­
freshing to enter into something just for the sake of fun and exercise, regardless of
one's ability, that he has become quite blindly prejudiced against his native land. The
large number of school teams of all ages, extensive house leagues, emphasis on all
sorts of exercise for its own sake-it all seems admirable, and nothing comparable to
it exists in the U.S.A.

We may study the difference in attitude by comparing English Rugger to American
football. (This, be it noted, ought never to be referred to as " American Rugger".
Two other points in passing are: I, There is considerably more body contact in the
game. 2, If I could convey the size of the people. who take part, all the much-maligned
padding would seem entirely justified). No one in the U.S. ever considered playing
the latter for the pleasure of the game. The entire object is to smash the other side
as completely as possible! This naturally makes a rather exciting spectacle, if pursued
in a vigorous manner, and I submit that the American variety is generally more exciting
to watch from the sidelines. Rugby football on the other hand, if occasionally dull to
watch, is immensely more fun to play. Not merely because of the emphasis on speed,
agility and quick thinking (U.S. football is a scientific, deliberate game with little
element of chance)-it is the attitude of the players which makes the difference. Rugger
is played not for victory so much as for the game itself. As long as a match is enjoy­
able no one seems to mind which side had the larger score-a real contrast to the dolor­
ous grief which enshrouds an American school when the team loses.

The English Prefect system has also a particular fascination, for nothing on the
same lines exists in American education to the writer's knowledge. I have watched
many a Stoic's eyes light up in mild amazement when told that in the U.S.A. masters
do most of the disciplinary work, schools are not divided into houses, and all boys
generally have the same privileges. "How do you escape chaos?" everyone asks.
Part of the explanation is that Americans seldom send their children to boarding school
before the age of fifteen, with the result that the main body of students is considerably
older and nearer the same age than at Stowe. Since boys sleep and study two to a
room there is less need for extensive organization to deal with them in groups. Also,
the English schoolboy accepts much more readily the idea of putting one student
above another than do Americans, who, fired with ideas of democracy, might well
begin to lecture you that "all men are created equal, and endowed by their creator
with certain inalienable rights! "

It was thus with great interest and not a little trepidation that I found myself a
Grafton " settler" in the Easter term, not merely an observer of the Prefect system,
but a participant as well. This was an innovation as far as Stowe Americans were
concerned, and a fascinating one for me; whereas any boy who begins summarily
ordering people around becomes exceedingly unpopular in the U.S., I found myself
in the position of being expected to give all sorts of commands. The real difficulty,
however, was that as a Stoic of only one term's standing I had only the vaguest idea
of the rules I was meant to be enforcing. Thousands of large and small customs exist
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Salve, 0 venusta SirJJJio, atque ero gaude

Our present successor to Kent and Brown has made exte?sive .progress t?is year
in his attempt to reclaim the Serpentine River and the EI~sIan Fiel.ds, ~nd It seems
right that in tribute to him an effort should be made to clar~fy the. hIs:onca.1 de~elop­

ment of this part of the Stowe gardens. Mr. Laurence WhIstler, In ?IS artIcle In The
Stoic of December last, pointed out the formality of the Vanbrugh-Bndg~ma~gar~ens

as shown in the aerial perspective of which he published a photograph with his artIcle,
and attributed to Kent the work later carried out in the artificial valley created to the
east of the ~ain vista by Bridgeman shortly before his death in 1738 : my concern is
with the move away from formality first made there by Kent in the late '30S, and still
standing in the Elysian Fields as a monument to his initiative.

Kent's first arrival at Stowe in 1734 was followed the next year by the retirement
from open politics of Lord Cobham, who was now free to devote himself in co-operation
with the new architect to the development of his garden. Vanbrugh, the advocate of
formalism, had died in 1726, and his gardener-colleague Bridgeman followed him in
1738: the widow Sarah Bridgeman published her plan of Stowe the next year, by
which time the first version of the naturalised garden was complete. It included the
Temple of Ancient Virtue, " a rotundo in the Ionic order" which contained busts by
Scheemakers of Lycurgus, Socrates, Eparninondas, and Homer; near to it stood the
ruined Temple of Modern Virtue, an architectural joke which Walpole for one deplored.
Over the river stood the Temple of British Worthies: the present inscription over
Pope and that over Sir John Barnard, that obscure patriot, were not added until th~ 1770'S,
and Mercury then held his seat in the pyramid which he vacated at the sale In 1921.
Otherwise the monument stood then as it stands today and with the two Virtue temples
made up a trio that reflected in stone the political opinions of Lord Cobham and his
friends which Pitt with his speeches was upholding in the House of Commons.

Kent's Shell Bridge remains today, though somewhat battered, and a photograph
of it appears in this issue: to the north of it the original Grotto co.uld ~e seen from the
river, a heavy rectangular building surmounted by three pyramIds like the one that
survives on the Temple of British Worthies. In the middle there was a round arch
for an entrance, and inside it was furnished with mirrors on the walls and ceiling.
Looking out onto the river was a marble Venus, and flanking the building on either
side were the two Shell Temples, small rotundas so called because" one was ornamented
with shells, the other with pebbles and f1jnts broke to pieces" : between the two was a
small round pond. Sarah's plan only shows one Shell Templ~, but as it is unlikely
that Kent would have left his piece so obviously unbalanced It seems reasonable to
assume that construction was in progress when the plan was made and to date the
whole group to 1738-9. Slightly to the south-east of the Grotto stood the Temple of
Contemplation, rectangular in plan with three arches in its pedimented front and a

in any house, unknown to me, written nowhere, but known by instinct to authorities
who have grown up under their influence. It was all too plain that only a vigorous
campaign of indoctrination could save me before my ignorance was found out and
exploited to the full. Studying the Grafton punishment book like a Bible and in­
terrogating all house authorities until they turned a deaf ear away, I eked outmy scanty
knowledge with ferocious scowls at all my small charges, who in the first week or two
of my reign could have revolted with complete impunity. Eventually the routine
became familiar, and I gained an acquaintance, respect and appreciation for the Prefect
system which could have been acquired in no other way.

American education differs so greatly from that at Stowe that there is great difficulty
in describing it to anyone here. Forms in the U.S.A. are organized primarily according
to age; there is no opportunity for bright students to do more advanced work, and
little specialization until University. Consequently Americans coming over as exchange
students to Public schools frequently find themselves behind schoolboys who have
advanced according to ability and specialized at an early age. It was my good fortune
to be able to join the English Side at Stowe without too obvious an appearance of
ignorance, and my first impression was joy at the lack of prep one had on this side of
the Atlantic! In America I was nightly assigned enough work for steady toil from
7· I 5 to 11.3° every evening. Stowe, where with settler's privileges I still went to bed
at the healthy hour of ten, immediately took on the aura of a glorious haven of rest.
Such an impression did not, of course, persist indefinitely, but it has always been difficult
for me to accomplish anything in such short and subdivided evenings, and I marvel
at those who can.

It now seems an incredibly long time ago that a letter from the English-Speaking
Union announced cryptically, " You have been assigned tentatively to Stowe School,
Buckingham". And yet, looking back, the three terms of fascinating experience
which have given Stowe a meaning for the writer, appear to have passed with just as
incredible swiftness. One cannot, except in a very general way, point to the factors
which make a school year pleasant and memorable. The winter term had its rugger
matches in the bitter told (all American winter exercise is indoors), with the wind
whipping the rain across the field in sheets like a deck scene from "Two Years before
the Mast". There were the House plays, particularly the Grafton production, to
punctuate the dark skies of the Easter term; more recently immaculate figures in white
flannels contrasting vividly in the summer sunshine with their green background;
and always such nostalgic memories as P.T. (an entirely English institution), House
prayers, hymns in the Stowe chapel, and. innume.rable debates and discussions with
Stoics on various aspects of Anglo-Amencan affaIrS. Not the least of pleasures has
been the real joy of living in and exploring the grounds of Stowe. Having visited a
fair number of English schools, I have become a fanatically loyal Stoic and remain
sincerely convinced that it has been my good fortune to attend the friendliest and most
attractive Public School in England. Perhaps an American may take this opportunity
to thank everyone for putting up with him for a year; and to say that his only regret
at present is that, like all good things, a year must come to an end.

B.P.S.

rrHE ELYSIAN FIELDS



THE STOIC THE STOIC

M.J.M.

The recently recreated Alder River from the Grotto to the Shell Bridge has .come
in for a fair amount of comment and criticism under one or other of the names It has
acquired. No one pretends that it is yet wholly a su<;cess; it cannot be until we can
get the dam sufficiently watertight to enable us to raIse the level of th~ water about
twelve inches so that it covers the extremely unpleasant mud patch whIch at present
mars the beauty of the Valley. This will be attempted next term; it may be some time
before we are completely successful. When we have achieved this ar:d the water can
be maintained at the right level, we hope to plant flowers and flowenng shrubs at the
lower end of the lake.

At present the Landscape Gardening party are clearing the edge of the Eleven
Acre so that more of the Lake and the Temple of Venus will be seen from the Rotondo,
and Chatham.

which now stand by the Shell Bridge, had been erected in 1778 on an island in the
river, possibly the one recently vacated by the Chinese House. In 1797. the Cold
Bath disappeared for good and. was soon replaced by the Seasons Fou.ntalD, and by
182.7 the Heliconian Spring which had prevlOusly been n?ted as standlD~ ~eneath a
large elm near the Doric Arch had given place to a GothIC Cross of ArtIficIal Stone.
Beyond the Shell Bridge stood an urn da~ed 18]4 to the ~emory of t~e late George,
Marquess of Buckingham, and upon thel~land not oc~uple~ by .Cal?taln Cook was a
small stone altar originally erected by LouIs XVIII dunng his eXIle lD gra~eful thanks
for the hospitality of the same Marquess of Buckingham, wh~ transpor~ed It then~e to
Stowe. Alone of these recent innovations the Seasons FountalD stands, lDtact but sIlent,
to-day.

The Stowe Sale of ] 92. 1 took away many of the busts and statues which adorned
the Elysian Fields, and since then Dame Nature and Father Time, assisted by an
occasional destructive Stoic, have left their marks upon them. Perhaps now we may
hope to see them restored to their old ordered naturalism.

base for a statue at the summit of the pediment: little else is known of it except thai:
it contained three· bas-reliefs of Caesar's head.

This, as far as one can tell from Sarah's plan, was the extent of the buildings in the
valley at the end of the 30's. Gradually new fantasies were added, the most curious of
which was the Chinese House as it appears in Seeley's ]745 edition. It stood on the
larger of the two islands in the Grotto Water and was approached by a bridge adorned
with Chinese vases : it was a square wooden building raised off the ground on poles,
and painted outside" in the taste of that Nation" ; inside it contained a figure of a
Chinese woman asleep. Its roof was of sailcloth, and to complete the Oriental illusion,
the figures of two Chinese birds floated on the water and moved with the wind as if
alive. In ]747 or 8, Lord Cobham erected the Grenville monument to a cousin killed
in a naval action: Seeley adjudged its site to be " the gayest and most cheerful in the
garden ".

In 1748 Kent died, and Lord Cobham the year after: Capability Brown, if in fact
it was he who now took over direction of the development of the gardens, was pre­
occupied with executing Kent's project for the Grecian Valley, and the Elysian Fields
lay unchanged for a decade. Then, in 1759, a new edition of Seeley's guide omitted
to mention the Cold Bath, a brick building which Mr. Whistler has attributed to Van­
brugh and which in the ]745 edition was noted as " receiving the water from the
Octagon". It stood formerly to the south and between the two lakes, but in the ]763
edition it re-appears on the site of the Temple of Contemplation. Seeley's earlier
prints had shown a square building with a pedimented antechamber to the front:
after 1763 it appears as substantially the same building as Kent's old Temple, though
two heavy doors had been added to the centre arch and the outer arches blocked up.

The Princess Amelia Sophia visited Stowe in 1770 and Lord Temple in her honour
had erected the Doric Arch: on either side of it were ranged Apollo and the nine Muses.
The Princess was delighted with her Arch and its view of the Palladian Bridge and of
the Castle beyond on the horizon: she would visit the place, Walpole says, four or
five times a day, and one morning she found placed in Apollo's hand a poetical compli­
ment which referred to the elderly, lame, and rather greedy Princess as" yon Nymph ",
and for which Walpole claims responsibility. It was on this visit that the famous
moonlight picnic took place in the Grotto: Walpole reports that" the evening was
more than cool and the destined spot anything but dry"; "there were not enough
lamps" and " no music but an ancient militiaman who played cruelly on a squeaking
tabor and pipe". The Princess, less cynical and more romantic, wrote that they" supped
in a Grotto in the Elysian Field and were refreshed with rivers and gentle showers
that dripped from all the trees and put us in mind of the heroic days when kings and
queens were shepherds and shepherdesses". -

The old Grotto and its Shell Temples survived until 1797,' and the more rustic
version which replaced it stands today though obscured by undergrowth and trees
and lacking its marble Venus. By that time the Elysian Fields stood almost in their
present version. The Chinese House does not appear in the guide after ]763 and the
Temple of Modern Virtue followed it into oblivion twenty years later. The curious
monument to Captain Cook with its sarcophagus and terrestrial globe, the remains of

ALDER RIVER: AN

S.N.L.C.

ApOLOGY



A writer in Country Ule recently asked a question. .. \Would Rex Whistler. who
spent several impressionable years in Arcadian J 8th Century surroundings at Stowe,
ha\"c drawn such enchanting architectural fantasia in later life if he had been educated
elsewhere?" To which a fortnight later a reader tersely replied: " The answer is
in the aAirmati~!e, as Rex \Vhist!cr was at Haileyhury from 1919 to 19.2.2 '",

That is true; and yet the mistake is not so ridiculous as might appear. Although
Rex was not a Stoic, one thinks that be could scarcely hayc been more influenced by
Stowe-in that particular way-if he had been.

Two great country houses and their gardens impressed themselves with tremendous
effect on his imagination when he was twenry or a little more, and largely inspired his
relish for classical architecture and landscape gardening. I think he had been to Wilton
first, and had strolled up the River Nadder from the house of his new friend Edith
Olivier to that point where there first blossoms on the eye-the phrase is nottoofanciful
-the Palladian Bridge and the lnigo Jones south front beyond it; one of the most
exalted architectural harmonics co be met with in England. But if Stowe had nothing
quite as rare in quality as that. it had beauties even more spectacular and vastly more
diverse, and its vistas and groves, populous with leaf-fringed temples and ornaments,
were indeed a revelation to him, not so much of the 18th Century as of that ideal land~

scape which the 18th century tried to create.

Thus it is that the inspiration of Wilton and even more that of Stowe may be ob­
served in his fust notable work-the Refreshment Room at the Tate Gallery, whose
four walls he painted u'ith a continuous mural, representing U The Pursuit of Rare
~feats n. This room was opened to the public in ovember, 1927. It is easy to see
that rhe impact of Italy, and of Southern Baroque, has still to be fdt. The countryside
through which the travellers pass is only :Mediterranean by hear-sa}'. so to speak, and
more like an English landscape garden-but one gaily detached from the probable,
and such as a dreamer might explore. The buildings are English Palladian, cool and
serene, or if at all Baroque, then it is the English Baroque of \l~:rren and Vanbrugb.

Any Stoic who yisits that room can hardly fail to notice objecrs that are familiar,
though in a dream-like way distorted. lJe will see a Palladian Bridge. but in ruins:
an attenuated Corinthian Arch on ::l. hill: columns and vases: and on another creSt
one of Gibhs' Boycott Pa\'ilions (though Rex belicyed them to be by Vanbrugh, as
we aU did until recently). I don'r think Rex introduced any real buildings into his
paintings and drawings so often as the Palladian Bridge and the Boycotts. The Bridge
he had in mind was probably the original one at \'Vilton rather than the ycrsions at
Stowe and Prior Park, and that is indeed the finest of the three. In the romantic self­
portrait in oils, which is now also to he seen in the Tate Gallery, it was a Boycott that
he cbose for bis background, under a stormy sky. I have, too. in one of his sketch
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books a dra\\ring of the eastern Boycott made on a visit to Stowe, and showing a young
poet in the foreground, manifestly inspired.

I entered Grenville House in January 1926. and it was then that Rex first encountered
Stowe. Sometimes be would drive me to school at the beginning of term. Often
(and more enjoyably) he would visit me there. 1 would then guide him on an ex­
ploration of the grounds by car, driving gently past Ancient Virtue or past the Worthies
on OUf way to the Palladian Bridge, with a dccour to the Gothic Temple and probably
to Queen's. which at that time was sadly dejected and decayed. And so by way of
Friendship and Venus to more remote attractions. He would always drive anyv..·here
that wheels would go. in a skilful and quiet manner, with no noise or fuss, ploughing
happily through waist-high bracken and even through undergrowth; and then he
would leave the car and walk all round the feature that interested rum, or plunge through
elder to some snoring urn I had discovered. This method immensely increased the
pleasures of sight-seeing. It was fun in itself; it enabled one to see so much; and it
left one with plenty of energy fur closcr investigation on foot, and for looking at a
building from every possible angle, near and far. How warmly he would have com­
mended the work now being undertaken by Mi. :Mounsey and his helpers. in clearing
the o"crgrown vistas-dangerously overgrown. since I was at Stowc---of what is,
after all, the finest example of landscape gardening in England, and thus an inescapable
responsibility for the School, no less than a delight.

Rex made several drawings for Stowe at different times. One still in use is the
design for the membership card of the Vitruvian Society, with the seated figure of
Vitruvius, the' Father of Architecture', and the South Front berond him. I believe
the Society was founded at my suggestion; for I had begun to make scale elevations
of somc of the buildings. I wish I had been quick enough to make onc of VanbrugbJs
Temple of Bacchus, which stood where the Chapel now stands. Another of Rex's
drawings was the cover of The EpiCllrMN, whose contents in my day never equalled
the e'Icgance of that exterior, but were, on the contrary, uncommonly drivelling. And
thcn there were the t'wO blackboard dtawings reproduced in this issue.

I cannot remember the occasion of either, but) am inclined to think that the lady
at the tea urn came first. No doubt we were inspecting the architecture of Cobham
Couct one aftcrnoon, and a box of coloured chalks in my deserted class room proYed
irresistible. Or was it perhaps in :Mr. Spencer's room, my form mastcr's, in the Banana
Block? There was no significance in the subject: the lady and her suitor simply
gre\v out of the board in twenty minutes or so.

In my last year I was an historian under Martin Maclaughlin and I seem to remember
dimly that' Cluffy' invited Rex to do something on his own blackboard. which is
why I think that" The Bishop converting the Heathen JJ was not the flrst. The Historians'
room was in thc block immediately to the right of the archway going out of Cobham
Court, and was the bottom onc on the left. The subject was again dictated purely by
fancy, but Cluff)' at once interpreted it histOrically: it was northcrn barbarism )rielding
to civilisation. synonymous with Rome. And he detected some unintended likenesses
among the heathen.
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It is a pity that the colours have come out so very unevenly in the photo ra hs
~he golden crown offer~d by the cherub was as bright as anything else, and so ;atth~
gilded table under the slIver tea urn. Perhaps a scientist can explain why the 11
chalk should prove even less photogenic than the other colours. ye ow

THE PINEAPPLE BALL

~es, ~ey were colourful drawings, but it is hard to imagine it now The Bishop
ren:alned In the act of conversion for days, even weeks, and great care'was taken not
~~ lnstruct f~~m that blackboard. But in the end he had to be wiped away, along with

IS neat basilica that so charmingly resembled him.

LAURENCE WHISTLER (G, 1930).

The Pineapple Ball is again being held at Grosvenor House Ball Room on Wednesday,
January 9th, 1952. The price of tickets will be the same, £2 2S. od. per head, which
will include dinner. This year, however, we hope that senior boys still at Stowe, as
well as Old Stoics, masters and friends, will bring their partners to what has become
an extremely pleasant annual event. Present Stoics will get a substantial concession
on the price of tickets: for them the charge will be only 70 /- per head and will include
everything except drinks.

Funds raised by the ball will be devoted to the running of the Pineapple Club for
Boys, the cost of which rises every year with the increase in charges for everything
from gas bills to wages. In addition a bombed site has been purchased in central
London and plans are in being to build a new club when permission can be obtained;
it is being sought in a month or two.

All of this needs money; so we hope that the Ball will receive widespread support
-even more people than last year can be accommodated, as the biggest ball room in
London is at our disposal on January 9th, 1952· Remember the date ".

G. McC. CORBETT, (B, 1941).

FRAGMENT

Dreamer,
What carest thou for a world
Fraught with the malice and ugliness of human life,
When, within the turquoise of thyself,
Hides a universe
Of interwoven day and night
Linked by the spider-thread
Of planets as they curve to sleep?
Pander not to it ;
But turn ever inward on thyself
And live for always in the amaranthine gard:ns.

J.G.S.



Being of an inherently forgetful nature, no small amount of my time is spent in
devising ways of remembering things. I have come across many methods in my wide
experience, of which the best Jmown must surely be tying a knot in a corner of one's
handkerchief. There are, however, several disadvantage~, such as the fact that when­
ever one thinks of something one wants to remember, one is usually in no position
to set about tying such a knot. For"instance, the business man seems to find delivering
a speech singularly stimulating to the memorative mechanism, without apparently
affecting his powers of concentration on the subject in hand. When confronted with
such a situation, he certainly could not hold up the proceedings while he makes a note,
even if he had remembered to bring pencil and paper with him, nor would his dignity
allow him to start fumbling with a handkerchief.

It is with reluctance that I admit that Church has some fascination for my limited
powers of memory. At first it was rather awkward, but with practice I have managed
to become reasonably deft at the art of tying a knot in my handkerchief with my right
hand, while covering the action with my hymn-book held in the left.

Having successfully negotiated these hazards, I often find that I have no cause to
use my handkerchief until after the event of which it was intended to remind me.
The worst is yet to come: even if by some stroke of luck I do notice the knot before
it is roo late, I have invariably forgotten the reason for which it was tied. I know
one man who always ties two knots: one to remind him of his engagement, and another
to remind him what the first knot is for. The great drawback is that when the hand­
kerchief has resolved itself into one big knot, it is very difficult, perhaps impossible,
to decide which of its constituents represent engagements, and which are just reminders
to remember, or merely reminders to the reminder knots.

One method suggested to me recently is to put your watch on the' wrong' wrist;
the idea being that the strange feeling resulting from the unusual position of that trusty
article serves as a constant reminder of the deed to be done. Personally, I find this a
most effective method; too effective in fact, for it gives me such an uneasy feeling that
it successfully precludes any possibility of turning my mind to any other topic, thus
rendering any attempts to work in the meantime quite futile. One unfortunate, who
suffered from a rather more acute form of the disease, is stated to have carried the
method to its" reductio ad absurdum" by putting his shoes on the wrong feet.

Many schoolmasters will tell you that these mild- cases of amnesia are very con­
venient for their sufferers, but have no foundation in fact. One such master was heard
to remark: " There is no such thing as forgetfulness, or rather nothing that I can't
cure with the full strength of my right arm". Be that as it may, we poor sufferers
forget just as many things that we want to remember, as those we would prefer to
forget.

One of the more picturesque methods, though perhaps not quite so practical as
the others, arises from the old proverb, "an elephant never forgets". The story is
told of an old Burman whose pet elephant followed him everywhere. He simply

M.e.

P.J.T.

288

ON

THE STOIC

REMEMBERING

THE STOIC

the faithful beast all his memoranda as and when ~hey occurred to him, and. his
gave. But for use in modern England, this method presents two ffilnor
wornes were over. fi I h h t" d appetiteb I hich could doubtless be overcome, rst y, t at t e pt:opor lOns an
~f St~~ ~~a~ tend to be prohibitive; second, and .1 hav~ it on the best authority, that
they only speak Burmese, or some incomprehensible dialect thereof.

S . 't' ht be thought could be relied on to provide a solution to the problem,
Clence, 1 ffilg , hI' f t known

but the best it has done so far is to produce a rat e~ vu gar piece c: appara u~ ,
as the alarm wrist-watch. This, the latest masterpiece ?f the SWiSS horologist s .art,
has much the same short-comings as the old handk.erchie~m~tho.d ; added to ~hlch,

h . al that slight element of doubt as to itS reliability In common with allt ere is ways "
precision instruments.

Thus the problem which continues to baffle eminent scientists will always cause
much distress to us ignorant sufferers.

REALIZATION

It was undoubtedly very hot. Charles was feeling headachy ~n~ factious. Savagely
he kicked a litter basket and watched the ice-cream papers SWirl In a sudden gust of
wind, scattering all over the South Front.. He walked slowly to the top of the steps
and slumped down heavily and. rathe~ palnfully. onto a :voo~en. bench. ~e used a
filthy word, and then watched With delight a morutor wearily plcklng up the Ice-cream
papers.

Charles was a bad character in his way: he had a fast-di.minishiD:g p~cket ofs9uashed
cigarettes under the floorboards of his dormitory; he had an au-pistol which ~hot
crooked, bought for Io/6d. from an Old St<;>ic. O~ Sunday nights he would ~limb
onto the roof of the Labs and pot at useless wln~ows if he ha~ a large enough audIence.
He was always" borrowing" people's ~lothes in th~ cha~glng room, and he made a
practice of running downstairs without hi~ collar ~r tle O? Just before breakfast. When
it was Summer change he had to content himself WIth askIng loudly for. a comb. Charles
scrupulously avoided giving the im~ression of hard work. For hIm, Prep. was a
series of fatuous notes and smudgy pIctures.

Charles watched the monitor dispassionately. He knew all about him: how he
had swum the lake one night and got beaten for it; how he used to keep a row of
pipes in his study and how he had cut .Co~ps the whole of one term-and got ~way
with it. Oddly enough, he had hated him 10 those .days.. Then they had made him a
monitor, and he had changed. Charles wondered idly If he would change too, and
suddenly he saw why nobody really liked him. He would have to change. After
all they had a good deal in common, this monitor and he : they were brothers.

Charles bounded down the steps, and, making sure that he was unseen, cleaned
up the mass of litter at the shop. .
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The Easter term came with snow and rain,
And the cold had set in too; , .

The weather condition demand;d submlsslOn­
You retired to th, San with flu.

After Grafton house-play (complete with bouquet),
You practised hard for sports.

But rain ruined the day and your hopes, U.S.A.
And no one saw Stran in shorts,

In shorts,
In shorts,

And no one saw Stran in shorts.

And now you've been here for almost a year,
You've lost your New Jersey drawl;

You can now take away G.C.E., level A.,
To hang on the bedroom wall.

Yet not content with having spent
A visit which wasn't too bad,

The reading prize from under our eyes
You snatched as booty, you cad,

You cad,
You cad,

You snatched as booty you cad.

No sixth form for you; you might be dim
too-

You start in Upper SB.
Mix with the Bourbon mud, lend it some

forei.gn blood, .
Go and play rugger, B.P.

Rules in the Red Book you'd perhaps
overlook, .

But these we did not impeach:
Just" Type out on these reams the various

teams;
Make ninety-two copies of each,

. Of each,
Of each,

Make ninety-two.copies of each ".

P.B.S.

Thousands of Yanks would render thanks
If picked by the E.S.U.,

But out of the billions, the countless
millions,

Their choice alighted on you.
Glamour abounding and clothes astound­

ing
Singled you out, you know;

The smIle on your face was quite out of
place

For the start of a term at Stowe
At Stowe, ,
At Stowe,

For the start of a term at Stowe,



THE STOIC

That you were invited we're very delighted,
And sorry to see you go.

Fornow you sail back to South Hackensack
Smcerely we'll miss you at Stowe. '

F~~ you were hilarious, often' vicarious '_
Type ~ut ,these lists ", they'd cry.

Sc~rnmg dIm mnuendo', we'll close in crescendo,
Old school-fellows never die

. Never die, '
Never dIe,

Old school-fellows never dle"

NAG.

--------
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" REVERIE "

The lake is still and the reflections of the trees are unwavering. There is one cloud
directly above the cedar. The setting sun tints it from palest rose to amber. It does
not move and the air is still and soft. The breezes prefer to chase each other in fits
and starts hither and thither amongst the trees and grottoes rather than pursue their
more tempestuous courses in the upper air on such a gentle evening as this.

If I had my wish I should flick my fingers and there would be nothing but silence
and the evening and Stowe. Then the evening would fade away as the sun sank be­
neath the trees, and dusk would creep 'out of the trees and shrubs and hollows. And
I should hold my breath and sit still in the window-watching, listening, drinking in
the beauty of nature and Stowe. Then when it was almost dark a silver light would
glimmer through the trees, it would become brighter and a pale moon would rise
above the copper beech.

Now all the universe would be as quiet as thistle-down wh.ich floats to earth on a
drowsy summer afternoon. I should be alone with the stars and the breeze; and all
the park would be blue, and Stowe would be silvery-blue like moon-shadows lying
in tranquil pools across the snow, and all the earth would be full of mysterious magic
in the irradiation of the moon. My soul would float from out of my body on the
lilac-scented breeze, higher and higher toward the nebulous stars. Below me I should
see my beautiful palace, serene and perfect, a creation of the purest beauty, set around
with lakes of rippling silver; and statues, temple and columns built of translucent
magnolia blossoms.

While the m..orning dew was heavy on the grass and the mist rose from the lakes,
and the water-lilies stretched their milky petals beneath the flighting ducks, my soul
would drift on the wings of the morning into the blazing golden portico of the temple
of the sun.

They would come in the morning and see me in the window, and they would say:
" He is dead". And they would ask; " What is he looking at?". And as they spoke
they would see the little Kent temple to the right of the lilac tree on the other side of
the lake gleam and whiten through the rising mist. And they would look into the
sombre depths of my eyes, and they would see the reflection of what lay before them­
and they would understand. Then would they hear a voice from as far as the clouds
yet as near as the trees-a voice as soft and as mellow as any bell which, as it hangs
beneath the eaves of a pagoda, sways and tinkles in a breeze which blows from across
a Soochow lake.

" You are blind, my sons, blind to the beauties of your surroundings. You walk
and YOilr eyes are filled with ' 2 7t r ' ; you talk and you say , off drive' ; you listen and
you hear' will wheel in ~olumn 0' rout'. Stop for one infinitesimal moment in the
course of time. Open your eyes and your ears and drink in through your very pores
the beauty and tranquillity of nature and of Stowe".

R.V.J.
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EPITAPH ON A DEPOSED MONARCH
They put up no cross for his sins to atone;
They erected no monument, only a stone
On which are inscribed just six words alone:
THE LION THAT HADN'T A CHRISTIAN.

Now sometimes at night, when the wind whistles loud,
Appears still a spectre with sorrow endowed,
An ominous phantom dejected and bowed:
The lion that hadn't a Christian.

Slowly the sovereign slunk away,
Gone were his thoughts of his lawful prey
Gone was his luncheon for the day: '
The lion that hadn't a Christian.

Gone were the vegetables, gone was the meat,
Gone was the entree and gone the sweet,
Gone was his savoury luncheon treat:
The lion that hadn't aChristian.

* * * *

J.H.H.M.S.

Gone was his happiness, come were his fears,
Vanished his joy, and fast flowed the tears,
Whe~ he heard the loud booing, the scornful jeers:
The hon that hadn't a Christian.

C.C.F. NOTES

Outside the arena, out into the shade
Then skulked the ex-monarch, the mob to evade,
But ~adly the poor beast was dragged back dismayed:
The hon that hadn't a Christian.

Up to the dais the creature did come,
Wretched and downcast, for him not a crumb,
Downturned for him was the Emperor's thumb:
The lion that hadn't a Christian.

Thus did great Caesar his bodyguard greet:
" I'll have his blood! The despicable cheat!
" Throw him to the Christians; let them have some meat:
". The lion that hadn't a Christian ".

Thef tied the ex-monarch up fast to a post,
But lust as they started to put him to roast,
From the shame of the business he gave up the ghost:
The lion that hadn't a Christian.

But when they all saw how the Lord in his grace
Had saved the poor creature from sad loss of face,
They refused to eat one of God's heavenly race:
The lion that hadn't a Christian.

Caesar, much moved by this singular deed,
Then had an imperial order decreed:
" To bury the beast let the Christians be freed:
" The lion that hadn't a Christian ".

The outstanding event of this term has been the re-formation of a Naval Section.
It is only at present a nucleus of potential instructors round whom a somewhat larger
section can be formed next term. But it has been fitted out with Naval uniform and,
with the R.:A.F. Section now completely turned out in Air Force Blue, pleasantly
diversifies the aspect of a Contingent parade. It is at present shore-bound, since whalers
are in short supply. But we hope for one soon; and a small party is to have a foretaste
of the real thing by accompanying Mr. Clarke to " Camp" in H.M.S. Vanguard.

Otherwise the term has been uneventful, though as usual it has seemed frantically
busy.. The General Inspection on May 28th by Air Marshal Sir Hugh Walmsley,
K.e.I.E., e.B., e.B.E., M.e., D.F.C., was blessed, as usual, with a really fine day,
and passed off excellently The drill of the Contingent, except for some of the marching,
was first-class and the Band was more impressive than it has ever been before. After
addressing the troops the Air Marshal made the usual tour of training activities. No
formal report has yet been received, but he seemed pleased with all that he saw, and
even expressed satisfaction with his sample of the lunch which the Recruits had cooked
for themselves on catl}p fires round Stowe Church.

The Field Day, on June 5th, was mostly devoted to routine training, in view of the
state of the crops and the crowded programme of the term's activities. Otherwise
there is nothing to record, save that the Corps strength has risen to the post-war record
of 398 Cadets-an increase which is likely to be reflected in an exceptionally large
Camp contingent. The R.A.F. Section are lucky enough to be going to Cranwell for
their week's training; the Army contingent is again going to Warmi~ster.

Both the Coldstream Cup and Certificate " A" are too late in the term to be re­
ported in this issue, but it is pleasant to hear that an Old Stoic, Major R. e. Carr-Gomm
((.t, 1940), is coming down as President of the Certificate" A " Board. Colonel E. R.
Hill, D.S.O., the Lieutenant-Colonel commanding the Coldstream Guards, is doing
us the honour of coming down to judge the Coldstream Cup.



The following members are leaving this term: J. R. Melvin (Qt), L. E. B. Jones
(Qt), M. J. Slater (T), A. T. N. Booth (T), R. V. Jacques (C), R.,P.. Hewitt (C), R. M.
Nicholson (B). The Band will feel their l?ss very l?uch, and It IS hop~d that son:e
younger members will soon be able to attam a suffiClent degree of profiCIency to take
the place of those who have left.
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Promotions and appointments this term are as follows :_

To Senior Under-Officer: M. Colston (G).

To Under-Officer: T. W. E. Robinson (T).

To Flight-Sergeant: T. Boden Bladon (G).

To Sergeant: J. A. Y. French (0), S. N. L. Chalton (B), J. W. L. Adams (B), J. H.
Goodhart (W), A. M. Vinen (W), R. Jameson (G), J. S. Yates (0), R. H. deL. Hulton­
Harrop (C).

To Corporal: O. P. Vance (G), J. A. Charlesworth, (G), B. J. Hill (B), R. M.
Nicholson (B), S. H. G. Twining (T), R. M. T. Chetwynd (W), P. J. Middleton (T),
T. D. Whitson (T), D. C. F. Kimber (B), J. A. Pearman (W), S. P. Rees (G), D. S.
Gilbert (W), J. P. G. Goldfinger (cI9), T. Manville-Hales (C), R. F. S. Darke (G), H. J.
Lloyd (T).

Appointed Lance-Corporal: P. G. Riviere (0), J. A. McConnell (T), J. G. R. Harding
(0), M. J. R. Bannister (W), N. Broackes (C1), N. L. M. Boultbee (G), P. R. Cutforth
(cI9), T. A. Trimingham (W), J. R. T.Tattersall-Wright (W), M. J. W. Anstey (0),
R. F. Budin (G), A. J. P. Campbell (0), E. F. Williamson (Qt), M. H. Sp~nce «1),
P. G. Harris (cI9), J. R. M. Thompson (cI9), J. c. S. Davies (T), C. J. S: Cullum (B)"
M. W. Nightingale (0), C. D. Mullineux (T).

THE STOIC

5. Interlude for Bagpipes :

Strathspey-Stumpie·

Brown Haired Maiden

Earl of Mansfield's March

Highland Laddie March ...

Soloist-Po G. G. GARDINER (cI9).

6. Selection from the Operetta" The Firefly"

7. Andante from Concerto for Trumpet

Soloist-Po C. BERG (C).

Accompanist-C. J. CHEESMAN (C).

8. Finale-Caramba

Traditional

Traditional

McEwan

Traditional

Friml

Hqydn

Laurendeau

C.C.F. MILITARY BAND M.J.S.

For the first month of the term, the Band was completely occupied in the prepara-
tion of music for the General Inspection. .

. A band of twenty-eight players paraded in full regalia and played the R.A.F. General
Salute in honour of the Inspecting Officer. Laurendeau~s Caramba March was chosen
for the March Past. It is longer than most; therefore no second tune was needed.
Two Troops and Handel's Scipio were played during the Inspection. The three side­
drummers displayed some new tattoos while the whole Contingent formed up ready
for the march past.

After the Inspection, the Band began rehearsals for a concert. A mixture of military
and concert music was chosen. The concert is due to take place on Sunday, July 15 th.
We have decided to give it in Assembly, where it is hoped the great improvement in
playing ability.will become apparent. The programme is as follows :_

1. March-Officer of the Day

2. Entr'acte-Trees

3· Clarinet Concerto-Two movements : Adagi~Rondo ...

Soloist-J. R. MELVIN (Qt).
Accompanist-MR. M. T. BURKE.

4· Skipping Rope Dance-In the Shadows ...

Hall

Rasbach

Mozart

Finck

SHOOTING

Our first match this term, which was against the Masters, took place on June 3.rd.
The tubed .303 rifles were used and consequently the scores were n~t of a very hIgh
standard since the VIII has been shooting solely with the aperture-sIghted Mossberg
which is compulsory for matches under Country Life conditions. Mr. Saunders, Mr.
Snell, Mr. Maynard, Mr. Clarke, Mr. Brown, Mr. Gibson, Mr. Downer and Mr. Osborne
shot for the Masters and the school team was as follows :-G. F. Appleton (G), A. W.
Fraser (C), M. J. Fenwick (C), A. A. Fairie (C), D. V.Fanshawe (W), R. K. Middl~mas
(1), T. F. M. Sinton (T) and G. A. Catchpole (cI9). The ~chool won. by 69 pomts,
scoring 310 out of a possible 480. Lt.-Col. McElwee very kindly orgamsed the shoot.

Postal matches have been difficult to arrange this term as other schools are mostly
occupied with .303 shooting for which we still lack the necessary ran&e. We hore,
however, to arrange a "shoulder to shoulder" match against the B~ckmgham Police
for later in the term. A full programme of mafches should be pOSSIble for next term.

G.F.A.
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THE MUSIC SOCIETY

ORGAN RECITAL BY DR. OSBORN PEASGOOD.

FRIDAY, 23rd MARCH, at 5.30 p.m.

Mozart

J. S. Bach

Fugue in E flat
Fantasia in F minor (The Clock)
Introduction and Fugue from Sonata on the 94th Psalm

Scherzo
Humoreske

2.

3·
4·

5·

1.

T S A RA ON WED.NESDAY, MARCH 28TH.CONCERT GIVEN BY HE CHOOL RCHEST

Overture to the Opera" The Magic Flute"
Brandenburg Concerto No; 5 in D ." .. ,

Allegro moderato-Affectuoso-A~legro.

Soloists-Violin-MIss DOROTHY CHURTON.
Flute-J. M. BREMNER (Q).
Piano...:.-P. R. CUTFORTH (~).

Bach

Mozart

Reubke

Whitlock

Yon

li . D . Max Rellcr6. Introduction and Passacag a m mmor '" .
Dr. Peasgood, who is sub-organist of Westminst~r.AbbeY:" gave ':Is a vane? pro­

gramme. The most effective item was J'4ozart's FantasIa m F mmor, which was bnlltant-
ly played. It was a very enjoyable recItal.

THE CHAPEL ORGAN

After twenty-two years continuous use, it had been f~und necessary to overhau~
and clean the organ. The action was becoming .v.ery nOISY: and there were severa
leaks of air which were becoming worse. In addItIon the pIpes were so full of dust
that the organ was continually becoming out of tune. .

Messrs. Rushworth and Dreaper, the original buil?ers of the organ, did the neces­
sary work during the holidays and the early part of thls term. Some of the stops were
re-voiced with excellent results. . h b f<

The instrument is now as good as new and considerably more effectIve t an e are.

Other works performed were a setting of Psalm 148, set by Holst for C?orus, organ,
and orchestra. The difficulties of this work were not fully mastered owmg to lack of
time for adequate rehearsal. , . f b

Dvorak's "Blessed Jesu, Fount· of Mercy",. H,enry. Ley s"Settmg 0 a tune y
Vulpius to "The strife is o'er", and Walford DaVIes settmg of Ye Sons and Daugh-

ters " were well sung. b k Ch I
The Madrigal Society assisted with renderings o~ the two ~st nown "ora es

f the St Matthew Passion by Bach, with accomparument of Stnng Quartet. Iesuhj~~~f man;s desiring" was also sung, with J. M. Bremner (flute) and P. R. Cut ort
(oboe) playing the difficult obligato. .

" This joyful Eastertide " was sung very effectIvely.

There have been five Music Society concerts this term, including one given by
members of the School.

The orchestral practices have been very well attended, and it has been possible
to rehearse a great deal of music,' including the following works: Merrie England,
Schubert's Rosamunde Overture, Glinka's Russian and Ludmilla Overture, several of
Elgar's Enigma Variations, the Slow movement from Mendelssohn's Italian Symphony,
and the first movement of Beethoven's First Piano Concerto, with J. R. Melvin as
pianist.

The Junior Orchestra has been revived for the benefit of the junior string players
in the String classes.

The Choral and Madrigal Societies have concentrated on the choruses and solos in
Edward German's" Merrie England ", which was performed on Saturday, July 14th,
before a large audience in Assembly.

In addition, the Choral Society have rehearsed Stanford's Te Deum in B flat, which
will be sung in Chapel, with the whole school taking part, on the last Sunday of term.

As always in the Summer Term the orchestra loses a number of players. We
shall be particularly sorry to say goodbye to J. R. Melvin. His proficiency on the
clarinet has been remarkable; in addition, he is a good pianist, and we shall be hearing
him play the first movement of Beethoven's First Piano Concerto at the School Con­
cert on Sunday, July 29th. He will be going to the Royal College of Music in Septem-
ber and we wish him every success. .

R. M. Nicholson, our exuberant tympanist, will also be leaving us. It is seldom
that we are fortunate enough to have so good a player not only on the tympani but
on every percussion instrument that has ever been invented.

R. J. Ruhemann has been connected with every musical activity, having been a
member of the Choral and Madrigal Societies and the Orchestra ever since he has been
at Stowe. We shall miss him very much.

M. J. Slater (T) has been a most efficient N.CO. of the CCF. Band, and a very
competent horn player in the orchestra.

MUSIC

CONCERT OF SACRED MUSIC

This Concert was held on Good Friday, March 23rd, in Chapel. The main work
was a very recent work of Vaughan Williams, " Fantasia on the 104th Psalm Tune,
for Piano Solo, with Choral and Orchestral accompaniment".

The difficult piano part was played by C J. Cheesman with admirable attack.
Dr. Osborn Peasgood played the organ throughout the Concert and greatly assisted
the general ensemble with his playing.

The Vaughan Williams Fantasia received a very fair perfotmance and there were
some great moments, especially in the big climax near the end, where the Chorus sing
the main theme in unison to the elaborate counterpoint of the piano, organ, and
orchestra.
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Suite: " II Pastor Fido " (The Paithful Shepherd) Hand,1 (arr. BmhanJ)

Introduction and Fugue-.Minuet-Bouree.

Overrure: "The Ilehrides .. (Fingal's Cave) ... l\unddSJohll

Two English Dances Roger Quill<r

Allegro Giocoso-Allegro rna non troppo rna con spirito.

.. The Rio Grande" Com/anI Lambert

(Set for Chorus, Orchestra .nd Solo Pianoforte).
Pornl by Ja,k"mll JiJIV,II.

Solo Pianoforte-Mr<;s RHONA PARKINSON.

Alio Solo-W. D. MORGAN «(:).

~1arch: Pomp and Orcumstancc ~o. , in C ... Elgar

The end of term Concert by the School Orchestra is always well attended, but this
onc '\vas particularl)' S0, partly because it was nearcr the end of term than usual and
members of the school who might have thought twice about coming earlier were now
free from their other enhragemems, and partly because there 'was a large number of
parents and other guests staying nearby; but the main rcason for such a phenomenal
attendance was the expectation of a really good concert. The Assembly Hall by 8.;0
p.m. was completely fi.lled ; the Orchestra suffered from lack of room and some members
found it hard to know where to direct their violin and 'cello bows. The audience wa::.
quite incapable of any action at all except to give a little applause.

The Programme opened \vell. The Magic Flute Overture was well played by the
Orchestra and was popular with the audience. The Brandenburg, which had been
postponed from an earlier occasion because of an injury to Bremner's hand, was the
most polished work of the evening; all tbree soloists played exceedingly well and with
much expression. The Faithful Shepherd Suite consisted of tbree typical Handel
tunes, arranged and somewhat 'hatted up' by Sir Thomas Beecham, which were
full of gaiety and rhythm. The Hebrides Overture was appealing in a completely
different way, conjuring up pictures of Fingal's Cave with the waves beating against
the rocks. The Quilter dances were very spirited and provided a marked con­
trast with the rest of the programme. The Rio Grande was, to say the least of
it, an extremely ambitious work to tackle: jf the performance seemed somewhat
ragged in places, this must be remembered. l\liss Parkinson played tbe incredibly
difficult piano part extremely well and ~(r. Saunders, who stood behind sixteen dangling
percussion insrrumenrs of all shapes and sizes, ably struck the appropriate ones in the
right places, which caused the audience great amusement.

The Pomp and Circumstance iarch was not well known and for that reason per­
haps nor fully appreciated.

During the interval the ncw String Class under Mr. Negus's direction played a
couple of short picces which caused sucb great amusement among the audience that
they received almost more applause than anyone else in the evening. As a result they
were obliged to play" Three Blind )1.ice" over again as an encore. Their perform­
ance was by no means brilliant, but it was creditable for two terms' work.

In the main the concert was an extremely ~ood one and was much enjoyed by all.

THE SHt.LL BRIDCE

THE O.'\FORD BRIDCI:. [IC.I". D.
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THE GROTTO (Seeley, 1777)

Schubert

Beethoven

Moeran

John Ireland
.. Fattre

Ravel

Theme and Variations in Bflat major

Sonata in C major O. 53 (Waldstein)

II.
Stalham Ri~er

Amberley Wild Brooks
Barcarolle
Sonatina

PIANOFORTE RECITAL GIVEN BY MICHAL HAMBOURG ON WEDNESDAY, MAY 16TH.

I.

INTIMATE OPERA-WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6th.

(Artistic Director-FREDERICK WOODHOUSE)
Artists taking part :-HELEN COLE; Roy ASHTON;

FREDERICK WOODHOUSE. GRACE SHEARER (Piano).

I. Love in a Coffee Cup (The Coffee Cantata) J. S. Bach
English Version by Geoffrey Dunn

2. Thomas and Sally (or The Sailor's Return) Dr. Arne

3. Old English Songs sung by Frederick Woodhouse
The Dust-Cart Cantata Anon. 18th Cent.
The Leather Bottel
Dicky Dolus

III.
Les Jeux d'Eau it la Villa D'Este Liszt

Fantasia in F minor Chopin

Like other pianists who have visited us recently, Michal Ha~bourg was handi­
capped by the piano, which though reconditioned has turned out disappointing;
we hope however before long to have something better. The attendance was not
outstandingly large at this recital but was moderately good for the Summer Term.

The programme was suitably chosen for a Stowe audience, containing plenty of
variety, so that people with different tastes all found something to their liking.
. Michal Hambourg played the Schubert piece well, but the Beethoven did not seem

to suit her so well; she did not have so great an understanding of it and in places her
interpretation of it seemed very definitely to lack something.

The second group suited her better, although,with the exception of the Ravel Sonatina,
the pieces had far less merit in themselves. She played the Ravel Sonatina very well;
it could easily be seen that she was more in her element here.

The last group, however, was by far the best; she undoubtedly interpreted both
the Liszt piece and the Chopin Fantasia with much more understanding than she had
done the Beethoven Sonata. The two Chopin encores were both very well played and
went further to show that in this type of music sh.ewas particularly gifted.

THE NEW COLD BATH

(Seeley, 1777)

.... ;: ..

THE OLD COLD BATH

(Seeley, 1751)

-_.~--=- --"---~

~'~~-;:~~~:
....;.,,:.



Violin
Violin
Viola

Violoncello
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4· Jacques and Jacqueline ... ... Offenbach
(Opera originally entitled" Lischen and Fritzchen ")

English Libretto by Winifred Radford
Musical adaptation and production by Frederick Woodhouse.

. As is always the case. wi~h the Intimate Opera the audience was of a considerable
SIze and scarcely any chaIrs In. the Gymnasium were left unoccupied.

.Some members ?f the. ~oclety had seen" Love in a Coffee Cup" before when the
IntImate Opera SOCIety VISIted us some years ago, but it was so excellently done that
they were very pleased to see it again, while those who had never seen it before were
completely enraptured by the flawlessness of the performance.

The se~ond ltem was equally ,,:ell done and was in places extremely amusing.
. k The thIrd group, the Old Eng!Ish Songs, gave us an opportunity of seeing Freder­
lC Woodhouse alone a?d thus bemg able to judge him better. Being at the same time
a first-class actor and smger he was able to interpret them as no one else could have
done. .

h '; Jacqu~s and Jacqueljne ", the last item, was in some ways the most attractive of
t e ot.. Wlth the exceptlOn <;>f the Bach Cantata, the work itself had more merit than
any whIch .came before It. Wlthout Frederick Woodhouse the others would have fallen
flat~ but this on~ had no need of ,Frederick Woodhouse. The music matter had sufficient
levlty to m~ke It pleasant, amUSIng and most attractive.

. The a~t1sts ,,:"ere a~l extremely good, including the pianist. Helen Cole's voice had
dIfficulty l~ copmg :''It? some of the notes which were slightly beyond its comfortable
reac~, bl.l;t m the maIn It was very good. The mainstay of the performance however
was Inevltably Frederick Woodhouse, who held together the acting and singing all th~
way through. c

CHAMBER MUSIC RECITAL, BY LEON GOOSSENS (Oboe) WITH THE ENTENTE

STRING QUARTET, ON WEDNESDAY,· JUNE 20TH.

Quartet in F major (K. 370 ) . ... Mozart
(for oboe, violin, viola and 'cello) .

. Allegro-Adagio-Rondo (Allegro rna non troppo)
Stnng Quartet in F minor . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . Beethoven

Allegro con brio-Allegretto ma non troppo-Adagio assai
-Larghetto espressivo-Allegretto agitato.

Quintet for Oboe and strings '" ... ... ... Arnold Bax
Tempo molto moderato-Allegro moderato-Lento espressivo

-Allegro giocoso.

. In spite of an immense expedition to Stratford on the same day and exams threaten~
mg many m~mbers of the Society, this recital was extremely well attended.

~n~e agam the programme was well suited to a Stowe audience, Mozart and Beetho­
ven .emg popular composers among most of the members of the society while the
Bax pIece wa~ a complete change which though not fullv understood by all was very
much appreclated by many. - .
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Leon Goossens was, of course, a great attraction, being one of the best oboists in
the country, a reputation which he proved to be well deserved, for his playing was
quite flawless throughout. Nor did the String Quartet in any way let down ~eon

Goossens; it maintained a steady and even standard throughout and proved Itself
capable of coping with classical and modern music with equal ease.

Many members who know Miss Dorothy and Miss Edith Churton well as teachers
were very interested to hear· them playing and were certainly in no way disappointed.

ENTENTE STRING QUARTET:

DOROTHY CHURTON

ROSEMARY GREEN

DOROTHY EVERITT

EDITH CHURTON .•.

CoNCERT GIVEN ON WEDNESDAY, JULY IITH, BY THE NEW ENGLISH SINGERS.

Motets.-Angelus ad pastores (J. P. Slveelinck); Jesus dulcis memoria
(T. L. Vittoria); Gaudete omnes (J. P. Sweelinck).

Ballet, Canzonet and Madrigals-Sing we and chant it (Thomas Morley) ;
Come woeful Orpheus (William Byrd); Tho' Philomela (Thomas
Morley); Tho' Amaryllis danc;e (William Byrd).

Folk Songs-The Farmer's daughters (arr. Gerald Williams); Bushes and
briars (arr. R. V. Williams); 'the Lawyer (arr. R. V. Williams).

Songs with the Lute.-Whither runneth my sweetheart (John Bartlett); Weep
no more sad fountains (John Dowland); Quel espoir de guerir
(Pierre Guedron); When from my love (John Bartlet).

Madrigals and Ballet-Draw on sweet night (John Willrye); Fair Phyllis
(John Farmer); My bonny lass she smileth (Thomas Mor/~y).

This was an interesting concert, as it was the first of its kind we have had at Stowe
for some considerable time.. The setting in Assembly was an admirable one. The
singers sat at a table with a standard lamp beside them and none of the other lights
were switched on.

At first the performance seemed a trifle disappointing, but it improved considerably
as it went on. None of the first group was done very well; the chief trouble was
the' tremolando' effect the singers produced when singing loud. In fact their balance
as a whole was poor when singing loud. The rest of the programme, however, was
good, and the soft singing was exquisite. Byrd's Amaryllis was extremely well sung.
The songs with the lute were very interesting and beautiful, especially the French one.

On the whole their voices were good, especially the male ones. The tenor, Harry
Barnes, was the best of them all. Nelly Carson, the leader, sang well, but her voice
seemed to lack softness and freshness. Her lute-playing, however, was both pleasant
and interesting. . .

On the whole, it was a most enjoyable concert, as was shown by the demand
that there was for encores, which the performers treated us to very generously.
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We must express our thanks for the following presentations :-
A Sailor's Oc[yssry (Admiral of the Fleet Viscount Cunningham). Presented

by Lady Connor.
The Big Show (Pierre Closterman). Presented anonymously.
The Italian Left (The Hon. W. Hilton-Young (W, 1941»). Presented by

the Author.

SATURDAY, JULY 14TH, AT 8.30 P.M.

MERRIE ENGLAND, PERFORMED BY THE SCHOOL CHORAL SOCIETY AND ORCHESTRA.

Leader of the Orchestra MISS DOROTHY CHURTON

Conductor DR. L. P. HUGGINS

SOLOISTS :-Treble: A. D. Osborn (C), W. Shand Kydd (QC), R. C. C.
. Temple (T); Alto: K. A. Henderson (C); Tenor: C. N. H.

Hordern (W), B. J. Calvert (G) ; Baritone .. G. W. A. Kent (QC).

THE LIBRARY

R.G.L.McC.

There was a large audience in Assembly when" Merrie England" opened: there
were no empty seats anywhere.

The perfor!llance was quite first-clas.s. Indeed it was the best performance iven
b
d

y the school In the last few years. It IS hard to criticize any of it because it w~s all
one so extremely well.

I.t would be an injustice to the others to single out the performance of an one
shololsth' They were all extremely good and the orchestra was equally compet~t so
t at t e performance was an exceptional one. '

Never before at Stowe has there been such a demand from the ~udience for encores.

The motion before the House at the Z II th Meeting was " That this House prefers
Dentures to Defence ", and it was proposed by B. J. CALVERT (G) who amongst other
observations noted that England was sleeping, and on a mattress stuffed with social
securities.

R. JAMESON (G) opposed the motion with a claim to have written the Proposition's
speech.

R. F. S. HAMER (G), speaking third, defined the object of life as the pursuit of leisure
and cheese; and E. S. M. CAMERON (C), the fourth speaker, expostulated against the
inconvenient habits of people inflicted with false teeth.

The Motion was lost in the Upper House by I, and in the Lower by 15 votes.
At the znth Meeting, the Secretary proposed the motion " That in the opinion

of this House financial Reward should not be the governing factor in the choice of a
Career" with an advocation in favour of Charles Atlas and the normal healthy life.
The TREASURER opposed him with a reject of his creative subconscious in the form of
a poem.

The third speaker, J. G. SCOTT (0), proclaimed his ambition to 'make bad,' and
J. A. de S. CHARLESWORTH (G), speaking fourth, used All History to support his argument.

The Motion was carried in the Upper House by 3 votes and lost in the Lower House
by 19 votes.

The LIBRARIAN proposed the motion " That this House considers it the duty of
the Pot to call the Kettle black ", and produced an imaginative list of the world's pots.

R. JAMESON (G) did not think he was a kettle, although opposing the motion.
T. KNIGHT (B) compromised by calling all the world pottles, and P. H. KRUS1N (B),

supporting the Opposition, pointed out that that was why we had Catholic emancipation.
The Motion was carried in the· Upper House by 3 votes, and by z in the Lower

House.

The Officers this term were :-President, Mr. W. L. McElwee; Secretary, S. N. L.
Chalton (B) ; Treasurer, P. J. Tiekell (B); Librarian, J. W. L. Adams (B) ; Co-opted
Member, B. J. Calvert (G). New members were J. G. Scott (0), P. H. Krusin (B);
A. C. Cowdy (T), M. C. Brahams (n, T. Knight (B); H. R. V. Whitcombe (B), M. C. G.
Fry (G) and P. J. LeVay Lawrence (B). .. . .

S.N.L.C.

Introduction.

I. Opening Chorus
z. Song (Jill) and Chorus

3· Song (Raleigh) and Chorus
4. Quintet

5. Ballad (Bessie)
6. Song (Essex) and Chorus '

9· Song (Elizabeth) with Chorus
10. Finale

I I. Introduction and Chorus .,.
Solo (Jill) ...

IZ. Quartet

I 3. Quartet and Male Chorus
16. Song (Raleigh)

17· Duet (Essex and Raleigh) and Chorus
19· Song (Essex) with Trio
zoo Finale

Sing, adown, adown.

Oh where the deer do lie.
That every Jack.

Love is meant. to make us glad.
She had a letter from her love.
The Yeomen of England.
o peaceful England.
It is a tale of Robin Hood.

The Month of May.
Cat, cat, where have you been.
In England, merrie England.
The Sun in Heaven is high.
The English Rose.

Two merry men a-drinking.
When Cupid First.

Robin Hood's Wedding.

THE DEBATING SOCIETY
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The fifieth meeting was held in Dr. Huggins's room on Wednesday, Marsh 21St,
when G. P. H. Chorley (~) read a papeii on the String Quartets of Haydn and Mozart.
From the start it was clear that he had studied the subject well and was going to give
us an instructive and interesting paper.

He began by telling uS about the composers themselves; of their friendship and
admiration for each other and how Haydn had proclaimed Mozart, then still young,
to be the greatest composer the world had ever known. After this he turned for a
moment to the form and style of the Quartet, With the aid of the gramophone he
illustrated the eighteenth century' Galante' style, playing as an example the beautiful
Haydn Serenade from the Quartet in F major. He told the club of the development
from this style and how the established rules of harmony came to be altered. Next he
illustrated how environment came to influence the works of the two composers in
question. Haydn was essentially a country man, Mozart filled with the refinements of
town life; Haydn had a comfortable life, Mozart was poor and his life was full of worry.
All this, he said, made its mark on the products of the respective composers,

Other records Chorley played were extracts from the Bird Quartet of Haydn Op.
33, No 3, Mozart's Quartet in C major K.465 and the third movement from Mozart's
Quintet in G minor K.5 16. This latter, he explained, was a Quartet so far as his pur­
poses were concerned.

The only criticism to be made of Chorley'S paper was that the language he used
was unnecessarily advanced. Extremely pleasant it was to the older members of the
club, but it was rather difficult for some of the younger members to understand his
meaning. In all other respects, however, his paper was excellent; it was, as expected,
instructive and most interesting.

This term's activity for the Music Club started with a paper from J. R. Melvin (Q!:)
on the Clarinet. Melvin started his paper by telling us, by way of introduction, how
and in what circumstances he had begur.1.learning to play the clarinet, He then got
down to the subject in earnest and told us of the famous American clarinettist, Benny
Goodman, who plays Jazz, and compared him with our own famous clarinettists
Frederick Thurston, Jack Brymer and Reginald Kell. Goodman, thol;lgh excellent
in technique, on account of his Jazz playing had nothing like such a beautiful tone as
our own clarinettists. At this point he played some records to illustrate the difference
between the oboe and clarinet. At the same time he played a record of a bass clarinet
and a double bassoon, which latter made some remarkable noises and caused the club
great amusement. He passed round specimens of A, B flat and E flat clarinets. While
we were looking at these he gave a rough outline of the history of the clarinet, telling
us how it is one of the more modern instruments in the orchestra. Mozart, he said,
brought the clarinet to the fore by writing a famous Quintet for clarinet and strings.
At this point he left his seat and, negotiating the members of the club reclining all
over the room, made his way to the piano and played the slow movement of this Quintet
accompanied by Mr. Burke. This he played admirably, and many of us were quite
astonished how good he was. On the gramophone he played the first movement of

THE MUSIC CLUB
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" 'ioloncello and piano. He then turned to Brahms ~nd
Beethoven s !no for clannef :- fi t mphony and the slow movement of his Clannet
played the thIrd movemen~ 0 I};S ~y s he made his way to the piano again and
Quintet. Still on the sUbJec; ~ h ra ~i;st Clarinet Sonata which he played quite as
played the first movementho ~a, ~s t ' was trying to ja'in in from outside. After
skillfully as t~e M?zart, t Bout h~s~ought the meeting to a 'close by playing the
some more dIscussIon on ra ms
third movement ofhthe sa~e Sonata. ery successful one and though of a very different

On the whole t e meetlOg was a: t uite so learned it was instructive and
type frot? Chorley's pap:rrsa~1 th~rctJ~, n~y ~s amazing skill as a clarinettist hi~self
better su~ted to th~ meh~ ~ d' I d itself in great form throughout the whole evemng,
and by his ready Wlt,W IC ISp aye ,hi'
Melvin did much t? make thhelwdhole ;::st~~yg g~;;ylt29~{e~~:~g~mall party went to

The next meeung was, e on , 'db S' J h B b' Hi, 'b th Halle Orchestra conducte y lr 0 n ar lro .
Oxford to hea~la concer; glv~~s ~blee to go and it was not worth hiring a bus, through
Ahs °k~IYda smaofPDarrtYH~ugUgSins Mrs NeCTus and Mr. Playford, we were able to go tot e In ness . ' . , . b

Oxf~~~ ~Istc:~pedi~~on of the te~m t~?k ~~~1 ~~e~a~~~;~~~a~~;i;i~;~~t~~f~;fo~~
to see Wolf-Ferran s Opera entl~~d P S<: and roceeded from there to the theatre.

hadSao::r~~:b~:e;i:~et~fu~a~ereua ~~~~e disa~pointed with the 0IPer,a b:cause ~hey
hi h 'ht I ave a more asung ImpressIOn.

had lo~ked for ha deeper work, sOT:~e ~;stt ~~i:g~lmo~tcloser to Gilbert. and Sulliv~n
But of Its type t e opera was one 0 ,
than anything else. ' 'h d th t R S Hamer

So far there have been no more meetings this term, but It IS ope a . .

(G) will read a paper later on. R.G.L.McC.

THE EPHEMERALS

M. ~~L;:~nt~~)e;:d': ~~~~ t;;,~"rrt:'Z::,;~; '~~; ~~;;'~:~:~::;~y.;:'~h~~~~~i1~
telling the story of map-making from 2,000 B. . to t .P , k
advantage of his thoroughness was that no-o~~ had ~J:?-Ynq~~s~~O,?S~o~. j. P. Campbell

The'second paper, on the 10th July, was , Can~ la x' o!nded the numerous
(0). He gave a careful accou,nt of one of hIS holidays aJ:?-d;ith hi h hopes R. J. R.
advantages of having everything pre-arranged.. We awaIt g
Hartley's (0) forthcoming paper on " BullfightIng". R.J.

THE CLASSICAL SOCIETY

The Societ met on Tuesday, June 12th, to hear a paper frot? C. C: Malden (~)
on "The Hu~our of the Greeks" .Mal?en suggested ,th~r~~S~~:ra~~~~~o~:::pl~:
was hard to find much successful and dehbr~te ?umoudl~e humour that Samuel Butler
from Lucian and odd epigrams confirmed thIS VIew, an Th I sion was that
pretended to find in Homer was undoubtedly really his own. e c~rc ~han ed in the
the Greeks' humour at best lacked subtlety but that taste had Pl,rolba

h
y r

g
l'n Greek

, h S ' d that there was Itt e umoulast 2,300 years. But If t e OClety agree ,
literature, they, at least, found much to a.muse them III the paper. J RR..•
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THE PUPPET CLUB
The Club this term has been somewhat more active than usual, though we urgently

need new members who are keen on manipulation. We had a serious setback when
the valves of the amplifier. burnt out: however, this has now been rectified. We all
thank P. de Buriatte (B) for his helpin re-wiring the electrical circuit.

Next term we hope to produce an adapted version of Macaulay's" Horatius ".

AJ.L-C.
THE TWELVE CLUB

At the 239th Meeting, P. ]. Tickell (B) read to the Club his observations on " The
character of Oliver Cromwell". Apparently Oliver was the second cousin four times
removed of the notorious Thomas: on top of this he was also the son of the grand­
niece of a Dean of Ely. Misfortunes which dogged his steps included acute melancholia,
enthusiasm, and nine children. A lifetime's humour was told in " the Lord deliver
me from Sir Harry Vane": members felt that the sentiment was probably mutual.
Tiekell's paper was both stimulating and amusing.

B. P. Stranahan's (~) paper on New York gave an impression of vastness that one
expects in the description of such a city.. The Empire State Building, with its 1,000 feet
per minute lifts, came under observation: so did Rockefeller Centre, that city in itself
containing offices, schools, gymnasiums, restaurants, and the Rockettes. The Times
Square illuminations were lucidly and luridly described, and the rectangular block
system was explained. Stranahan's paper added a pleasantly cosmopolitan flavour to
an entertaining evening. .

It is hoped that R. ]. Ruhemann «(1) will read a paper later in the term on
" Forgery in Paintings ".

As usual, the Club is indebted to Mrs. McElwee for her hospitality.
S.N.L.C.

THE GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY
On Thursday, July nth, the President and eighteen members of the Society visited

the Martin-Baker Aircraft Company at Denham.
Through the kind permission of Mr. Martin, the owner of the factory and the

inventor of automatic ejection seats for jet aeroplanes, several members of the Society,
including the President, were" ejected" fifty feet upwards strapped in a pilot's· seat
attached to a vertical mnway. After this unique experience the remainder of the factory
and its products were examined and the Society returned at 7 p.m. after a very en-
joyable day. .

It is hoped that several members of the Society will read papers between now and
the end of term.

].AP.
THE VITRUVIANS SOCIETY

At the 80th meeting, held in the Vice-President's roomin the Art School on July
4th, G. W. Gostling (B) read a paper on Canterbury Cathedral. He outlined the history
of the city and cathedral, and the architectural development of the building was care­
fully examined. His paper was the fruit of much hard work, and members congratu­
lated him on his success in dealing with his subject. The Society was indebted to the

. Vice-President for the enjoyable tea which he provided.
On Saturday, July 14th, an expedition went to West Wycombe Park, an interesting

example of architecture "after Adam" with its unique double colonnaded facade.
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Inside, the ceilings by Borg~ini are particularly well preserved, though the furniture
on the whole is not lmpresslve. .

It is hoped to run a further expedition to Compton Wynyates some time before the

end of the term. S.N.L.C.

THE YOUNG FARMERS' CLUB
The term started off disappointingly whet; a 'bus expedition to the Oxfords;ure

Show had to be cancelled owing to there bemg too few volunteers to m~ke ~ bus

t· bl 1\.fr Barr however very kindly offered to take four members m hlS car.prac lca e. lV.l., , d . d'd d
At the seventh meeting of the Club, held on Wednesday, May 23r ,lt was eCl e

to arrange visits to a nearby farm owned by Mr. ~redwell, who rents. much of the
Stowe land since the farm with which we had obtalned several connections was sold
at the begi~ning of the term.· Two visits have since been.made ; on June 2nd we were·
shown round his herd of pedigree Wessex Saddleback plg~ and on June loth we saw
his large herd of Ayrshires. Both visits were very interesttng and our t.hanks are due
to G. H. Mallinson (T) for having worked so hard to make them posslble.

The eighth meeting was held on Wednesday, June 13th. A]. .Rownt!ee
(T, 1945), now a traveller for a large firm o~,seed .merch~nts, gave us. a very lnterestm~
talk on " Grass and Grassland Managemt;nt ,which he lllustrated with a t~ly magnt­
ficent array of herbage. We were all very' grateful to Row~~ree for .havmg spared
us so much of his time and hope that he wlll soon be able to V1Slt us agam.

On Wednesday, June 27th, Mr. Barr took four members to the Fergus<;>n Educa­
tional Farm, near Coventry. We were given a very good lunch befor~ gomg round
the farm where we were shown a very comprehensive range of hydrauhcally mounted
impleme~ts and their several u.ses: We wo~ld like to record our thanks to Mr. Barr
for having so kindly lent us hlS time and his. car..

It is hoped that at least one further meetlng wlll be held towards the end of the
term.

THE SYMPOSIUM
So far this term three meetings have been held, and it is hoped to hold another

two to complete the papers for the year. " ".,
On May 24th, J. R. Warden (T) read a paper on. Etymology ,10 whic? he con­

centrated on English words, giving many interesting examples. A fortntght later
C. F. McK. Cox (B) read one on " Entomology" : he considered in turn the st.mcture,
life, and classification of insects. On July 6th, C. L. Manton .(~) re~d hlS. paper
on " Mahomet and Mohometanism", which was followed by a splf1ted dlscuSSlOn on
religion. B. S. Wessely (G) and the Secretary have still to read papers. .'

On the whole the Society has had a very successful yea.r,. thou~h perh~ps 1O~lined
to turn too quickly from the subject of the paper to more tnvlal tOplCS of dlscuSSlOn.

D.G.duB.D.
THE JUNIOR DEBATING SOCIETY

The standard of debating so far this term has been considerably higher than in the
.previous term.

Officers of the Society:-Vice-President, M. A. Rushton (~); Secretary, D. D.
Thompson-Schwab (T); Committee-man, J. S. B. Henderson «(1). .

The Vice-President made a very forceful speech when. he spok~ on the motlOn
" This House approves of Emigration" (won 12-3). This was wlthout doubt the
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R.M.N.

best debate of the term. Of the new members P. H. P. Hoos (W) and W. Shand Kydd
(QC) showed that with practice they should become good speakers.

Ot.her g~od debat~s this term w,~re " ~hat in th~ .opinion of this House, the Age
of ChIvalry IS passed (lost 8-II); That In the opimon of thIS House, Money is the
Root of all EVIl" (won 8-7); and" That in the opinion of this House it is wrong to
have a Festival ?f Britain at this time" (won 9-4). '

A welcome Increase of members has kept the debates lively.
D.D.T-S.

THE MODEL AIRCRAFT CLUB
There has been much activity this term. Several ambitious free-flight power models

are under way. Thos~ who prefer. to keep .their models on wires are also occupied.
The standard of stunttng has .consIderably Improved and serious attempts are being
made at the speed. record. It ~s hop~d that one hundred miles per hour will soon be
reached. Early this term a gltder dIsappeared after a twelve minute flight, half the
dub. r~~ord. Two members are at present attempting a wind-tunnel for the Science
Exhib1t1on.

D.].L.
A.P.P.

THE PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY
At a meeting held at the beginning of the term, C J. Cleugh (W), J. G. Soar (C)

and J. ~. c. Catty (W) were re-elected Secretary, Treasurer, and Curator of the Society
respectIvely.

On. Tuesday, July 24th, there will be an expeditioQ: to the Kodak works atHendon.
~t IS hoped to hold an exhibition in conjunction with the Art School exhibition

dUrIng the last :veek c,>f t~e term, and next term Stowe will enter prints in the Public
Schools Portfolto, whIch In turn goes to Oundle, Uppingham and Rugby.

CJ.C
THE RHYTHM RAMBLERS JAZZ CLUB

Aft~r a ~apse last ter!? owin~ to House Plays. Music Competitions, etc., the club
got gOIng wIth renewed VIgour thIS term and presented a film in the Gym. on Saturday,
May 26;?, at 8 p.m., the Paulette Go~dard-Fred Astaire musical-comedy" Second
Ch~rus . The n~mbers"played, especIally the finale, an orchestration for a big band
of Poor Mr. ChIsholm, were very tuneful; and we also saw and heard Artie Shaw
playing an all too brief excerpt from his" Concerto for Clarinet ".

Instead of the usual records before the film, the club provided its own music, playing
a few numbers that were perfected last term. The attendance at the film was very
good a~d ~any. thanks are due to J. D. Davis (T) for hiring the film and to Ted Parke
for projectIng It.

The main activity of the term has been devoted to preparing a concert which we
hope to present before the end of term. As this will be the last concert for three mem­
bers of the band, we hope to make it a little longer than usual and to play the most
popula.r ?umbers from the c?ncerts presented in the last two years. J. R. Melvin (<!)
has re-JoI~ed the ba~d for thIS concert after temporarily leaving it last term owing to
other mUSIcal commttments ; and so the band, this term, consists of:-
. Clarinet, J. R. Melv~n (QC); Saxophone, R. M. Nicholson (B) ; Piano-Accordion, C. A.
Hart Leverton (G); Plano, A. S. Jackson (G); Drums, R. P. Hewitt (C); Vocalist,
C N.H. Hordern (W); Announcer, R. V. Jaques (C).

CRICKET'

At the time of going to press the 1St- XI has won 5 matches, lost 5
and drawn 2. In inter-school matches the XI defeated Bradfield and
Oundle, lost to Radley and Westminster, and played drawn games with
Bedford and St. Edward's. There remain to be played a one-day match
with Malvern and a two-day match with the Old Stoics.

As was expected, the side's weakness has been in bowling. P. G.
Harris (~), an old colour, who bowled very successfully in 1950, has borne
the burden of the attack, and has stuck to his task manfully, but he has
not been quite the bowler he was in 1950. Possibly owing to over­
work he has constantly tended to bowl too short. The problem of
another opening bowler has never been satisfactorily solved, P. L. Morris
(0) and \Vl. D. M. Arnott (W) were tried, and finally the responsibility
has been shared by H. R. V. Whitcombe (B) and R. F. Budin (G). M. J.
Fenwick (C) has improved considerably with his slow leg-breaks, has
generally maintained a steady length, and has taken valuable wickets,
especially against other schools. D. M. Vance (G) went some way to­
wards fulfilling the need for another change bowler, by "giving the
ball plenty of air" and varying his pace, but he has lacked accuracy in
later matches. .H. J. Lloyd (T) had an inspired spell at Oundle~ but has
not seriously regarded himself as a bowler.

On paper at the beginning of the season it looked as if the side should
bat down to No. 10, and should rarely fail to run up a good total. Up
to a point this has proved to be the case, but against Radley, the Cryptics
and Westminster the side's batting failed lamentably, and the full toss
proved to be a most destructive ball.

As the averages show, a number of players have contributed towards
run-getting. One of the most noticeable features has been the regularity
with which they have reached 20 odd and have then got out. H. J.
Lloyd has been the most consistent and solid batsman, and has played
several valuable innings. H. R. V. Whitcombe has the most fluent and
attractive style, but has tended to be much too impetuous. M. J. Fen­
wick, A. \Vl. Fraser (C) and D. M. Vance have all done well, Vance playing
particularly well against St. Edward's and Westminster. C. N. H. Hor­
dern (W) has made several good scores, but has become more and more
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STOWE IJ. BUCKINGHAM

12

18

54
8
4

15

4
fig

o
o

19
3 1

I

o

Total (for 6 wkts.) 139

o. M. R. W.

Harris 13. 1 3 34 '2

Morris 14 I 53 2
Vance .... 5 0 IS I

vVhitcombe 3 0 10 ()

Lloyd .. I 0 12 0

Buckingham won by 4 wickets.

BUCKINGHAM

T. E. Busby, run out ...
E. H. Edrich, b Harris
F. vVhiting, b Morris
R. J anaway, b Morris.
R. S. Tompkins, c Forman, b Vance
A. H. Busby, not out.
J. Hanson, b Harris ...
R. J. Longland, not ouL
F. J. Green, M. Innes and H. R. Lil1istone

did not bat.
Extras

I

10
2

o
o

Played at Stowe on Saturday, .May 26t~.

w.
5
I

2

I

I

138

STOWE

H. J. Lloyd, Ibw, b Tompkins.... 9
C. C. Malden, c and b Lilbstone....... 20
C. N. H. Hordern, c and b Tompkins...
H. R. V. vVhitcombe, Ibw, b Green ..
A. VV. Fraser, c Edrich, b Green
M. J. R. Bannister, c Longland, b A.

Busby
T. D. Whitson, b Tompkins ..
P. G. Harris, b Tompkins ...
M. J. R. Forman, b Tompkins....
D. M. Vance, b Innes.
P. L. Morris, not ouL..

Extras .

right-handed, and hardly has any shots on the off side. He has also
developed a most ungainly back shot, which incorporates a considerable
leap. He can be a good player, however, and should try to develop a
less lop-sided style. P. G. Harris can bat well, but has not really had
much opportunity. C. C. Malden (~) started the season well, but has
faded away and lost all confidence.lvI. J. R. Bannister (W) has played
a number of good innings, and is .strong on the leg side. A. J. Beerbohm
(C) has cricket in him and should develop into a good player. He batted
very well against Westminster. M. J. R. Forman (0) has not met with
much success with the bat, but has distinct possibilities. He has kept
wicket well, and missed few chances. His record to date is seven stumped
and twelve caught.

The fielding of the side has varied considerably. It ha~ generally
been competent, but on occasions 'ragged' would have described it
better, and catching in the deep has been weak at times. D. lvI. Vance
has been a capable cover point, and R. F. Butlin has stood out in the
field.

Of this year's side, seven are likely to be available again next season.

STOWE v. FREE FORESTERS

Played at Stowe on Wednesday, May 23rd. Stowe won by 24 runs.
STOWE v. ADASTRIANS

Played at Stowe on Wednesday, May 30th. Stowe won by 3 wickets.

Total (for 7 wkts.) ... ..... 216

o. M. R. w.
Knight 19 2 40 2

Farrell .. 19 I 65 I

Lewis 5 0 26 I

Rixon ..... 8 I 40 2
Ladbrook -1 . I 13 0
Blois 4 0 18 0

STOWE

H. J. Lloyd, b Bradshaw... 3
C. C. Malden, b Norton............................. 42
C. N. H. Hordern,c McKelvie, b Meyer 3
H. R. V. Whitcombe, c Bradshaw, b

Norton 35
A. W. Fraser, run out............................ 40
1\1. J. R. Bannister, c Brocklehurst, b

Norton IS
T. D. Whitson, b Meyer... . 5
P. G. Harris, c Flynn, b Norton.... 7
M. J. R. Forman, b Meyer.... 2

D. M. Vance, b Meyer.. 6
P. L. Morris, not ouL 0

Extras 6

Total

O. M. R. w.
Bradshaw. 20 3 48 I

Mever ..... 2'2 4 49 4
Norton 23 2 64 4

FREE FORESTERS

G. 1. D. Norton, c and b Harris 0

P. H. P. Lovell, b Harris 17
D. A. Connell,b Harris... . 5
A. Gibson-vVatt, b \Vhitcombe... 15
T. C. M. Flynn, c and b Lloyd. 13
Lt.-CoL O. C. B. Smith-Bingham, lbw,

b Whitcombe
B. L. Brocldehurst, c Harris, b Vance.... 44
D. S. Kemp, run ouL 21
R. D. McKelvie, c Hordern, b Vance.... 16
R. J. O. Meyer, not out 0

VV. H. Bradshaw, c Hordern, b Vance I

Extras 10

Total. 143

o. M. R. w.
Harris 19 3 49 3
Morris 3 I 6 0

Whitcombe 12 I 47 2
Vance .... 10·3 I 23 3
Lloyd .. 6 2 8 I

ADASTRIANS

SfL 1. L. Dunn, run out... 19
W/C J. W. Monk, c Lloyd, b Harris 76
S/L F. S. Johnson, c Hordern, b Harris. 77
SfL J. D. Blois, not ouL 17
WfC J. W. Stokes, not out.... . 13
FfL R. E. Ladbrook, SfL D. F. Rixon,

. FfL R. H. Knight, SfL H. L. Lewis,
S/L D. Farrell and GIC L. G. Levis
did not bat.

Extras 13

Total (for 3 wkts. dec.) ..... 21 5

o. ;\1. R. w.
Harris 18 2 60 2
Morris 10 0 32 0
Whitcombe .......... 10 I 4 1 0
Vance ............................ 7 0 44 0
Fenwick ...................... 4 0 25 0

STOWE

C. C. Malden, c Johnson, b Rixon...
M. J. Fenwick, b Lewis.....
C. N. H. Hordern, b Rixon
H. R. V. vVhitcombe, b Farrell ....
H. J. Lloyd, not out ..
A: W. Fraser, run ouL.

.M. J. R. Bannister, b Knight ..
P. G. Harris, cLevis, b Knight ...
D. M. Vance, not ouL. . ..
M. J. R. Forman and P. L. Morris did

not bat.
Extras

7°
14
15
43
36

2

II

I

5

J3
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STOWE v. M.C.C.

5

2

5

and took the score to 176. Fenwick fi.nished with the good analysis of 4 for 52, and
the fielding and wicket-keeping of the Stowe side was very satisfactory..

Fenwick and Malden opened the innings for Stowe, and Malden had an early
escape in the slips. The catch was not easy, but the fieldsman got his hand to it. At
z3 Malden failed to get over a shortish ball outside the off stump and was caught in the
gulley. Hordern came in and started briskly, and he and Fenwick took the score to
51 when Fenwick was bowled just when he appeared to be settling down. Whit­
combe's first ball was a full toss, which he struck back very dangerously past the bowler.
The bowler, mid-off and mid-on all appeared' to attempt to catch it, but the ball evaded
the grasping hands. The Bradfi.eld bowling did not look dangerous, and on the plumb
wicket the batsmen had to get themselves out. Hordern did so, when he failed to get
across to a short ball' and was caught at the wicket. Lloyd, who came in next, caused
some anxiety on two occasions when he offered the bowler not very difficult catches.
Neither was accepted, however, and he and Whitcombe took the score along briskly
to 136, when Whitcombe, who had just reached 50, relaxed and was bowled. Fraser
joined Lloyd when 41 runs were required for victory. It was soon evident that he
did not intend to be run out, as he had been in two previous innings, or to get out in
any other way, and the rate of scoring decreased considerably. But time was of no
consequence, and eventually these two passed the Bradfield total. Stowe had done
well to score 178 for the loss of only four wickets, but the batting lacked solidarity,
and was favoured to some extent by good fortune.

33
6
3
a

Total. 188

o. M. R. w.
Stoner. . 15 I 68 I
Studd .. 4 I 3 0
Feldman .............. 13·5 2 48 6
Judd 12 2 32 I
Clark 12 2 32 I

M.C.C. won by 3] runs.

STOWE

C. C. Malden, b Stoner 7
lVI. J. Fenwick, c Maw, b Judd......... 28
C. N. H. Hordern, c Rhodes, b Clark........... 25
H. R. V. Whitcombe, c Clark, b Feldman 40
H. J. Lloyd, c Maw, b Feldman... 37
A. \V. Fraser, b Stoner....... ....
M. J. R. Bannister, hit wkt., b Feldma;;
P. G. Harris, b Feldman .
D. ]VI. Vance, lbw, b Feldman .
M J. R. Forman, not ouL
P. L. Morris, b Feldman

Extras .

Total (for 7 wkts. dec )... 21 9

o. M. R. w.
Harris.. 21 7 42 I
Morris.. 19 3 49 I
Vance. 10 a 66 3Vi'hitcombe 6 a 25 a
Fenwick. 6 a 32 2

Played at Stowe on Saturday, June 2nd.

M.C.C.

S D. Rhodes, c Lloyd, b Vance. 95
D. \V. S. S. Lane, st Forman, b Vance
R. P. Stoner, c Forman, b Morris.......... 3~
D. J. Maw, c Forman, b Harris ..... TO

A. K. Judd, b Fenwick. 14
J. W. Runacres, st Forman, b Fenwi~k: 23
R. K Studd, not ouL.... 15
~I. T. D. Wyatt, c Fenwick,bV~~~~ 8
T. B. G. \Velch, Rot ouL.... 7
P. M. H. Clark and S. Feldman ciici~~t

bat.
Extras

,STOWE v. BRADFIELD

Played at Bradfi.eld on Thursday, June 7th. Stowe won by 6 wickets.

The wicket ~as hard and fast, and the Stowe captain, on winning the toss, decided
to put Br~dfi.eldIn to bat. The start of the game was sensational, as Harris clean bowled
Pearce WIth the second ball of the match and Gray in his next over, Shortly after­
wa.rds Chaffer was ru~ out as a result of a beautiful piece of fielding by Vance at cover
pOlnt. Thus three wlckets were down for 19 runs, Numbers 4 and 5 staged a slight
recovery, and took the s~ore to 36, when Morris, who had bowled very steadily, had
Cormack caught .at the wlck~t. .Kerr, the Bradfi.eld captain, now came in and retrieved
the poor start wlth a good lnmngs of 44, eventually being eighth man out.

After Harris and Morris had bowled for an hour Lloyd brought on the slow bowlers
F~nwick and Vance, who managed to keep the ba~smen very subdued and took thre;
wlckets b~tween them. Shortly bef~re the lunch interval Harris came on again for a
few overs In place ofVance. The pohcy was good and provided contrast in the bowling
?ut several flicks and sni~ks pierced the field and raced to the boundary, and the scor;
jumped from] 11 for 7 WIckets to 135 for 7 wickets in the course of three or four overs.

. After lunch Lloyd opened with the faster bowl~rs, and Morris had Kerr lbw with
his second ball. The last three Bradfield batsmen fought an excellent rearguard action

BRADFIELD

R. W. G. Gray, b Harris. 4
H. M. Pearce, b Harris. a
J. M. Chaffer, run out. 13
D. G. Cormack, c Forman, b Morris. IS
W. Laimbeer, b Vance.. 30
D. J. Kerr, lbw, b Morris... 44
M. C. Parkinson, st Forman, b Fenwick I
S. H. F. Farr, c Vance, b Fenwick.. 9
D. R. W. Knight, not out 26
H. N. D. Gurney, b Fenwick.. . 12
P. J. Fetherstonhaugh, b Fenwick... 13

Extras :... 9

Total ...... 176

o. M. R. w.
Harris ... 18 6 42 2

Morris .... 16 3 45 2
Fenwick. 14·4 I 52 4
Vance .......... 12 a 28 I

STOWE

C. C. Malden, c Gurney, b Farr. 13
M. J. Fenwick, b Gurney 17
C. N. H. Hordern, c Cormack, b Farr . 27
H. R. V. Whitcombe, b Farr... 51
H. J. Lloyd, not out.. 46
A. W. Fraser, not out 13
P. G. Harris, R. F. Butlin, D. M. Vance,

1\11. J. R. Forman and P. L. Morris
did not bat.

Extras II

Total (for 4 wkts.). 178

o. :M. R. w.
Gurney 13 a 55 I
Fetherstonhaugh 7 0 35 0

Farr 9 I 32 3
Knight 7 a 34 a
Kerr 10 6 6 0

Chaffer I 0 5 0



THE STOIC

STOWE v. BEDFORD

Played at Stowe on Saturday, June 9th. Match abandoned o\ving to rain.

lledford was known to have a strong side, a.nd had recently defeated Tonbridge
and Oundle in a convincing: manner. On winning the toss their captain decided to
bat, and the Stowe opening bowlers, llarris and i\{orris, gave nothing away. Of the
first 14 overs. 7 were maidens, and the first thrce wickets were obtained for 62 runs,
which was satisfactory against a good batting side. At this point Stowe had the oppor­
tunity of gaining a commanding position. if two chances had been taken. Keithcr was
easy. but both were very possible. Meeson was missed at the wicket. and \X'yn-\"'illiams
was missed in the deep, as a result of the fieldsman starting to run in too soon and mis­
judging the catch. Later thin rain began to fall, and eventually stopped the game from
2·30-2 .l7 p.m. This made the hall very slippery and Lloyd was unahle to use his
slow bowlers again. Both Meeson and \Vyn-\Villiams attacked the. bowling with a
will, and showed that they are decidedly good players. Stowe's fielding hec:une ragged
and there was a good deal of fumbling. The bowling was handicapped by the con­
clitions, and \V'hitcombe proved to be very expensive, being hit for 17 runs in one
over. Eventually Bedford declared their innings closed at 2F for 5 wickets, leaying
Stowe about 21 hours in which to make the runs.

The ground dried fairly quickly when Bedford went out to field and their bowlers
did not have the handicap of a wet ball.

:Malden and Fenwick put on 23 before ~1alden was bowled \vhen playing back to a
ball well pitched up to him. IIordern had the misfortune to be brilljantly caught by
:Nfeeson at silly mid-on-the fieldsman at full stretch taking the ball in his left hane!.
Fenwick batted confidently and \vell, and \vas now joined by Whitcomhe eager to
recover some of the sixes which had been hit off his bowling. He smote one ball
clean out of the ground and batted briskly until at 29 he was howled by a good ball
which went from leg and hit the top of his off stump. As Lloyd was going out to join
Fenwick the rain came down in torrents, and the match "vas abandoned at 5.19 p.m.
with the Stowe score at 80 for 3 \vickets.

STOWE

C. C Malden. b Manley IT
M. J. Fenwick, not out .14
C. X H. Hordern. c !\leeson. b Collinge 4
H. R. V. Whitcombe, b Collinge 29
H. J Lloyd not out 0

A. ,,- Fraser. .P. G. Harris. D.!Iol. Vance.
R. F. Dutlin, M. R. J Forman and
P. L. :\Lorris did Dot bat.

Extras

10

2j:! Total (for 3 wkts.) 80

w. o. M. R. ,\'.
3 Manlcy ,

3 6 t
0 Murray-Clarke 6 2 7 0
0 Street ; 0 43 0
t Collinge 6 I 0 22 2
I

0

o. >I. R.
HaTTis 19 4 6..
MOTTis 9 4 2 ..
Fenwick 12 2 4 0
Vance 5 0 2.')
\\11itcombc 10.2 0 71
ButJin 2 0 .8

BEDFORD

R. \Y. Street, b Harris 17
O. Coley. st Forman, b '·ance 15
:\1. II Squibbs, c Whitcombc. h Harris 9
B. R. Wyn-Williams, c Forman, b \Vl1it-

combe 89
)1. S. J\lecson, b Harris 80
R. B. Manley. not out 3!
H. l. T. Hogg. D ..\. W. E\'ans, ]. 0

~IUTray·Cla.rke..\. Collinge and F. S
Steven did not bat.

Extras

Total (for 5 wlcts. dec.)

Photo by ] THE TJ:::~f1'LJ::: OF ANCtEST V IRTl·r:. - a.r.lf'.



STOWE v. RADLEY

Played at Stowe on Wednesday, June ljth. Radley woo by H runs.

The result of this match was very disappointing. After Stowe had dismissed Radley
fot 1%2, they let a grand opportunity slip by irresolute batting.

Radley considered that they had a strong side and Stowe did extremely well roger
them out for 122. Several of their pla~'ers contributed largely to their own downfaU­
hvo being fun out and one hitting his wicket, but the Stowe side took all its chances,
and bowled and fielded very well. I\1orris, Vance and Harris all had good figures,
and Fenwick bowled very steadily without taking a wicket. Forman's keeping was
neat and competent, and Vance was very much on his toes at coyer point.

Fenwick and I Iordern opened the innings for Stowe. as Malden had slightly strained
a shoulder, and Fraser was promoted to 1'\0. 3. Fenwick was out with T T runs scored.
and then Hordern and Fraser took the score to B. when Fraser was caught at the
wicket, intending to leave the ball alone. \\7hitcombe came in next, changed his mind
halfway through a stroke and offered the simplest of catches. Lloyd played back to a
well pitched-up hall and was clean bowled, and 4 wickets \vere down for 38.

Even at this point. with only 122 to get things were far from desperate. Everyone
down to No. 10 could be considered as a fair batsman. but apart from Vance. and to
some degree Malden, the batting seemed overcome by nerves. and there was a great
deal of prodding and pushing, and very little swinging of the bat. At 76 for 8 wickets
Vance and Forman came together. and were in fact the last real line of defence, as
:Morris claims little skill with the bat. Forman contented himself with playing the
ball as little as possible, and Vance struck the bowljng well. It seemed that even now
victory might be achieved, but this hope was shattered when Vance called for a short
run in an attempt to farm the bowling. and Forman, who did not appear to be prepared
for this, was easily run out. ~lorris defended stoutly for a while. but was bowled by
the first ball at which he made an aggressive stroke.

THE STOIC

Total T22

o. >l. R W
Harris 23 I 7 43 3
~lorris '3 S 19 3
Fenwick "

, 3' 0

Vance S 1 7 ,
'Whitcombe 3 0 6 0

317

0 "'. R. w.
Dexter (J. D) '3 7 'S ,
West " 1 37 3
Collinge " 2 '. 2

Dexter (E. R.) 10 2 16 ,

Total

STOWE

C. N. H Hordern, c Collinge. b West 15
M. J. Fenwick. b West a
A. """V. Fraser, c Da\-ies, h Collinge 17
H, R. V. WhitcOlllbe, c E. R. Dexter, b

] n. Vexter
H J. Lloyd, b E. R. Dexter 3
C. C. :\latden, b J. D. Dexter 19
P. G. Harris. c Collinge, b West 5
R F. BlIuin, c Davies. bE. R. Dexter 2
D 101. Vance, nat out 19
)1. H.. J. Forman, nm out r
P. L. Morris. b Collinge a

Extras 7

'0
8

,6
'4
zz
'7

4
9
7
o
o

'5

RADLEY

.\. C. \Valton, run ont
J. S. Wad<hlo\-e, c Forman, b Harris
C. E. B. Carr, c Lloyd, h Vance
E. H. Dcxtcr, hit .... kt., b Vance
P. LJ.Yatcs. c Forman, b :\torris
P. R. Le eras, b Morris
L. Cooper, b ~torris

E. M. Collinge, b Harris
C, 1\1 West run out
J. D. Dexter, c Lloyd. b Harris
R. R. Da\'ies, not out

Exlras

H. CoTTO~, J. D. A. LA.:."GLEY, THE H.E.,\l)J,I~TER AND P. B. Lt'CA~

Pholos iJy J
GULl'" DJ:,:-ION~TR_HJ()N BY HF,~I\Y COlTO,

Thu"day. May "d.

R. & fl. Cha/Jt!J(1f1
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Total (for 5 wkts. dec,) ..... 268 Total (for 8 wkts.) .... 188

M. R. W. O. M. R. W.o.
Morris 18 3 43 I Carlyon. 14 4 52 4

vVoods 8 I 26 I
Harris ...... 23 5 77 I

Thorne (D. C.) .... 4 41 I
Fenwick ......... 4 ° 34 0 17

6 46 I Thorne (M.E.) ... 12 2 38 2
Vance ........ 10
Whitcombe 0 59 I Brockman 4 0 21 0

15

STOWE v. OUNDLE

Played at Oundle on Saturday, June 23rd. Stowe won by 127 runs.

The day was cold and the sky full of dark. clouds when ~loyd won the toss, and
decided to bat. There had been continuous ram on the prevlOus day and t):te WIcket
was soft. Hordern had the misfortune to be bowled very soon by a ball which hardly
left the ground at all, but Fenwick. and Fra~er settled down and played some very
pleasant cricket with a number of CrlSP off dnves and sweeps to leg. When the score

Total .... 101

O. M. R, W.
Harris........... 19 7 25 2
Arnott 12 5 22 I

Vance ... 8 3 12 I

Fenwick ..... II I 23 4
Whitcombe 3 0 12 °
Lloyd. 5 5 0 2

9

10

0. M. R, w,
Khan. 8 2 3° I
Whittle 8 2 3° I
Jones. 21 4 58 2
Pickard 26 2 84 4Herbert:::: 4 0 16 0

STOWE

C, N. H, Hordern, b Khan.......... 6
M. J. Fenwick, c Jones, b Pickard....... 26
A. vV. Fraser, c Herbert, b Pickard............ 21
H. R. V. vVhitcombe, c Skliros, b Pickard 24
H. J. Lloyd, c Baron, b Pickard................ 53
C. C, Malden, hit wkt. b Jones.... 16
D. M. Vance, b Jones... 25
M. J. R. Bannister, c Skliros, b Whittle 27
P. G. Harris, not out.............................. II

M. R. l Forman, not out .
W. D. M. Arnott did not bat,

Extras

Total (for 8 wkts, dec.)... 228

had just passed 40 both were out, Fenwick to a good ~atch by leg slip. This brought
Whitcombe and Lloyd together and a good deal was likely to depend on what they
did. Both batted well and they remained unseparated at lunch, with the score 117 for 3.
Immediately after lunch the cricket of both sides deteriorated badly, and a number of
catches were offered and missed. Whitcombe spooned up a gentle one, which was not
refused, and Malden came in to play one of his less. distinguished innings, which he
ended finally by treading on his wicket, Lloyd was caught off a somewhat rash blow
at a wide ball, but he had played a valuable innings. The later batsmen, with the
exception of Bannister, started tentatively and finished up striking the ball well. Ban­
nister went for the bowling at once, and hit it well and truly in the middle of the bat,
making a number of excellent on-drives. At 4.30 p.m. Lloyd declared, leaving Oundle
2 hours 40 minutes to bat. .

Harris and Arnott each got an early wicket and the Oundle batsmen concentrated
almost entirely on defence. Harris got another wicket and Lloyd then tried the slow
bowlers Vance and Fenwick. Vance did not cause the batsmen any anxiety, but Fen­
wick's leg breaks met with success, and he took 3 wickets, two with the help of some
smart stumping by Forman.

Whitcombe was given a short spell, and Arnott and Harris came on a second time,
but the Oundle captain, Pickard, and Herbert played with great determination and a
drawn game seemed almost certain. Fenwick then came on for a second spell and his
first ball, a high full toss, induced Pickard to hit out. The ball flew up into the air
and straight to a fielder at deep square-leg. To the consternation of all he failed to hold
the catch, and that appeared to be that.

With half-an-hour or so to go and three wickets to fall Lloyd put himself on to
bowl and in five overs took 2 wickets for no runs-an inspired effort! With the last
pair in and two overs to go Pickard took one run off the fifth ball to reach the other
end in order to play out the last over. This left the last man one ball to play from Fen­
wick, and without a doubt if he had survived the game would have been drawn. But
Fenwick bowled him round his legs with a beautiful leg break, and Stowe had won.

OUNDLE

L. P. Morris, b Harris... 0

C. J. C. Baron, c Whitcombe, b Harris.. 16
D, L. Jones, c and b Arnott...... 9
R. M. Blackburne, st Forman, b Fenwick 19
M. P. Skliros, c and b Fenwick..... 0

P. C. Cohen, st Forman, b Fenwick........... 15
D. N. Herbert, lbw, b Lloyd.... 16
l M, Pickard, not out 15
N. W. Milligan, c Forman, b Lloyd.... 0

S. Md. Khan, c Forman, b Vance.... 4
A, C. Whittle, b Fenwick 0

Extras 7

10

2

10
o

STOWE

C. C. Malden, cD. C. Thorne, b Carlyon 7
M, J, Fenwick, c Carlyon, b ·Woods...... 20
A. W, Fraser, c M. E. Thorne, b Carlyon 20
H. R. V Whitcombe, c Woods, b D. C.

Thorne 19
H. J. Lloyd, c Beard, b M. E. Thorne.. 18
D. M. Vance, not ouL. 54
M. J. R. Bannister, b Carlyon................ 28
A, J, Beerbohm, c vVoodhonse, b M. E.

Thorne
P. G. Harris, bCarlyon ...
M. R. J. Forman, not ouL
P. L. Morris did not bat.

Extras

9

STOWE v. ST. EDWARD'S, OXFORD

Played at Oxford on Wednesday, June 20th. Match drawn.

The ground was very hard and fast, and it proved to be mistaken policy to put St.
Edward's in to bat, though the fact that the first wicket fell at ~I a~d the second at
182 was not entirely due to the state of the wicket,. The Sto:ve side si~ply had an off
day. The bowling was very erratic, and the fielding and wlcket-keepmg well below
standard. St. Edward's batted well and M. E. Thorne made an excell~nt century.
Eventually the St. Edward's captain declared the inni.ngs dosed at 3.35 wIth the total
at 268 for 5 wickets, leaving Stowe 2 hours and 30 nunutes to bat.

Malden was very well caught at extra.co~er off a full-bloo.ded drive. M; E. Tho.rne
took a difficult catch in the gulley to diSrruSS Fraser, FenwlCk w~s held m the .sltps,
Lloyd and Whitcombe were both caught off impetuous lofted dnves, and 5. wickets
were down for 88. Vance started shakily but settled down to bat .very sensIbly and
well, and it was his innings that saved the side from defeat. He rec~lved good support
from Bannister and later from Harris, who was bowled by, the thIrd ball of the last
over' of the match. Forman joined Vance and gave first shp what appeared to be .a
difficult chance off the fifth ball of the over, It was not caught, however, and so Morns
did not have to face one ball and possible defeat.

ST. EDWARD'S

M. E. Thorne, c Forman, b Morris... .. . 125
J, A, T. Beard, c Whitcombe, b Vance 17
A. Brockman, c Whitcombe, b Harns., 32

D. C. Thorne, lbw, b Whitcombe. 39
M, P. Rohde, run ont.. 10
D. Temple, not ouL 27
B. T. Fell, not ouL 9
l S. Woodhouse, J. P. Smith, J. K.

Carlyon and M. E. J. 'Woods did not
bat.

Extras
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STOWE v. CRYPTICS

Played at Stowe on Saturday, June 30th. Won by Crypticsby 165 runs.

Total (for 6 wkts. dec.). 259

o. M. R. W.
Harris.. 17·4 7 64 2
Arnott ...................... 12 0 80 I
Whitcombe 4 1 II 0
Fenwick 7 0 52 3Lloyd. 3 0 24 0
Vance. 3 0 17 0

6

2<)

5
o

73
19

3
7
o
I

I

w.
4
I

I
I .

o

O. M. R.

Harris...... 22 5 40
Butlin 15 7 30
Fenwick .. 8 0 33
Vance .. 4 0 17
Whitcombe ..,......... 5 0 18

WESTMINSTER

C. J. H. Davies, c and b Vance ..
J. "V. Tourlemain, c Forman, b Harris ..
D. G. Higgins, run ouL
C. C. P. Williams, b Harris.
P. S. Houston, lbw,.b Fenwick. ..
D. M. Renshaw, lbw, b Harris ..
A. C. Hornsby, not out..
R. C. Hillyard, c and b Harris .....
D. M. J. Jones, c Fraser, b Butlin
K. J. M. Kemp, not out. ..
M. D. Garcia did not bat.

Extras

Total (for 8 wkts.)... .... 144Total 143

O. 1\1". R. w.
Kemp 6 1 18 I
Davies II I 38 I
Jones. IS I 52 5Garcia.. 13 4 23 I
Williams.. 4·5 2 5 '2

STOWE v. WESTMINSTER

Played at Stowe on Saturday, July 7th. Westminster won by 2 wickets.

This was the first time that Stowe had played Westminster since the war, and the
game, after looking like a comfortable win for Westminster, developed into a very
close and exciting finish.

Westminster won the toss and put Stowe in to bat. Soon disaster followed disaster
in rapid succession and Stowe had lost six wickets for 73 runs by lunch time. Up to
that time only Fenwick, Vance and Beerbohm had offered any resistance. Fraser
was brilliantly caught on the leg boundary off a loftily hit full toss. Another full
toss resulted in Lloyd being well held at square leg off a very hard hit, but again a
hit in the air. In Jones, Westminster have a very capable young slow leg-break bowler,
whose record in this match was 5 for 52, but he should not have been allowed to get
three of his wickets with bad balls. Almost immediately after lunch Vance's innings
ended \vith a tame stroke, which sent an easy catch to mid-off. Beerbohm batted on
with great confidence, and in a most attractive style. After he and Harris had put on a
most valuable; 7 for the ninth wicket, Butlin came in and soon fell a victim to another
full toss, leaving Beerbohm undefeated. '

When Westminster went in to bat two difficult chances were missed behind the
wicket in the first few overs, but in spite of this Westminster's first three batsmen were
back in the pavilion for 50 runs. Their innings depended almost entirely upon their
captain, Williams, a very sound and experienced player. Had he been dismissed, the
match would almost certainly have been Stowe's, but it was not until the score was
within three of the Stowe total that he succumbed to Harris's well concealed slower
ball. Westminster had four wickets in hand, but Stowe were not beaten yet. Harris
caught one man with an excellent catch off his own bowling, and Butlin had another
caught in the slips for the addition of only I run. One more stroke was lofted, but out
of range, and Westminster needed two to win. These they got, in an atmosphere of
extreme tension, with two safe singles.

STOWE

C. N. H. Hordern, lbw. b Kemp. . 9
M. J. Fenwick. b Davies........... 20
A. W. Fraser, c Hillyard, b Jones..... 6
H. R. V. vVhitcombe. c Hornsby. b Jones 9
H. J. Lloyd, c Houston, b Jones 8
C. C. Malden, c Higgins, b Garcia.... 7
D. M. Vance. c Williams, b Jones 28
A. J. Beerbohm, not ouL.................. 31
iVI. R. J. Forman, b Jones............ . 0

P. G. Harris. c Hornsby, b Williams. 17
R. F. Butlin. b Williams..... I

Extras 7

7
9
4

71

12
6

IrO

O. M~. R. w.
Eddison .. 5 0 33 I
Saunders 3 0 18 0
Letts 4 0 23 0Castle ............................. 6 0 26 0
Mennim ........................ 3 0 9 I

Extras

run out
b Eddison..
run out
not ouL .
b Mennim .
not out .

Total (for 4 wkts.) ...

2nd Innings.

........................ I I

STOWE

CRYPTlCS

3
2

20
19
18
15
4
3
I

13
o
5

R. F. B. o'Callaghan, b Fenwick 67
F. Mennim, lbw, b Fenwick..... 10

A. Skinner, b Fenwick 50
G. Wheatley, b Harris.................. 66
R. Letts, c Malden, b Arnott. .... 50
P. Sherrard, c Vance, b Harris 4
L. M. T. Castle not out I

T. C. Hunt, Re~. -. Sa~~d~;~.R~:;:=:
Eddison and R. W. Skene did not
bat.

Extras

... ........... 103

o. M. R. w.
8 2 26 0

16 6 31 7
11.5 I 32 3

3 I 9 0

Total

1St innings.
C:. C. Malden. b Skene .
M. R. J. Forman. c and b Skene.
A. W. Fraser. lbw, b Skene .
M. J. Fenwick. c Skinner, b Skene .
H. R. V. Whitcombe, c Castle, b Skene ..
H. J. Lloyd, c Castle,b Eddison.
D. M. Vance, c Mennim, b Skene .
M. J. R. Bannister, c Sherrard, b Skene
F. J. R. Boddy, c Skene, b Eddison .......
P. G. Harris, not out ..
W. D. M. Arnott. lbw, b Eddison .

Extras .......

Saunders
Skene .
Eddison.
Letts _ .
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2ND XI.

Played 9; Won 2; Lost 0; Drawn 7.

At the moment of writing the team has been undefeated and three games remain to
be played.

The high proportion of drawn games has been due to no fault of our batting, which
has been at all times adequate in amount and speed. The reasons should be sought
more in our. lack of bowling resources and the refusal of our opponents to go for the
runs when given plenty of time. Stowe set examples of fast enterprising batting against
Bedford and especially Oundle (161 in 80 mins) which might well have been copied by
several of our oponents.

W. M. Patterson (B) captained the side very well. He held it together and was never
afraid to try something to bring interest to the game and confusion to our opponents.
His batting was· remarkable for its speed. F. J. R. Boddy (Q) was also a great success
as a bat, after a sudden elevation from number rune. His fifty in quick time had a large
part in defeating Oundle. A. J. Beerbohm (C) provided the steady middle batting which
allowed both ends considerable latitude of stroke. He put up several excellent per­
formances. D. C. F. Kimber (B) was a steadyNo. I and P. O. S. Marden (lIP) often got
runs where they were needed.

The bowling was our weakness. W. D. M. Arnott 0N) was the mainstay; and if he
failed to come off, nobody got wickets. R. Cobham (G) had a good start, then cracked
a hand and has only just returned to circulation. T. D. Whitson (T) bowled too short.
G. W. A. Kent (<II:) was original in his spinners, both in execution and in the placing
of his field, but he too often lacked direction. The captain bowled fast; Kimber bowled
slow. Somehow we got some of them out. Occasionally the wicket-keeper helped.

The fielding was adequate on the ground, but not so good in the air. Marden
took the slip catch. The stumper, B. J. Calvert (G), was promising and also noisy.

STOWE v. W.H.B.'s XI.

Total 104

o. M. R. W.
Harris 10 I 33 2
Whitcombe 10 I 29 I

Fenwick ... g.f I 23 5
Butlin 6 4 8 0
Lloyd .. 4 I 7 2

W h la ed cricket properly to our own pleasure and
In all we have had fun. e avAe p y ad season and the writer thanks the team

that of the occasi.onal spectators. very go ,
for much entertamment.

V. RADLEY (Away). Lost.

Stowe, 78 (Woods 39)·
Radley, 79 for 6 wkts. (Rycroft 4 for 32).

v. ST. EDWARD'S (Home). Drawn.

St. Edward's, 142 for 4 wkts. dec.
Stowe, 84 for 6 wkts.

V. BEDFORD (Away). Drawn.
Stowe, 165 for 6 wkts. dec. (Woods 48).
Bedford, 110 for 5 wkts.

UPPER LATYMER 2ND XI (Home). Lost.

Stowe, 61. .
Upper Latymer 104 (Rycroft 5 for 16).

V. BLOXHAM 2ND XI (Away). Won.
Stowe 201 for 9 wkts. dec. (Robinson 36, 'White 33, Gregory 32).

Bloxham, 67 (Rycroft 6 for 23)·

June 20th.

June 13th.

June 9th.

June 2nd.

May 30th.

THE COLTS
. C I h d iting finish to almost every

Although their performance vaned, the a ts a an exc d B dford when rain
match, except against Oundle, when the game Ifete~e~J:a~ :~Bradfield ~nd Rugby.
stopped play. They lost to Harrow, but foug tad' . d were only defeated by
They won convincingly against Radley an~ St: Edw~~ sb~~t individual performances
Eton after a gallant attempt to get the run~ lO ,t1m~. fi eldi in front of the' wicket.
were the wicket-keeping of D.ew and Grte:re s ~ ose ~.nrg d Dew sometimes made
The batting was not always reliable: CrombIe, WItham, ~ ~nb ling The bowlers
runs, but it was usually left to the later batsmen to attac t e ow .

3RD XI.
. b 'n two draws and three defeats, not an

The,3rd Xl's record.so far ~a~ ae~~l~n~;~ ~tamina it might have been differe?t.
impreSSIve performance , l~utkwit d in the field has not let many chances g?, WIth
The side has beet; gener~ Y een1an wicket-keeper. The bowling,' too, partIcularly
N. A. Gray (<II:) Ifmp(Cro)vlOJ Jgr~t lo~: (C) has been steady if not very dangerous. But
of R. H. A. Rycro t . a.n ." 'd (lIP) and R. J. V. Robinson (W) have
the batting has been lImIted. H. D ..E. "i:0~ t~e rest have been unreliable, with few
started the side off well anIce ~r tWI~e; ~ow cunning has tied the team in knots.
scoring strokes. Any bower a spee or s

Results :-

May 19th. v. HARROW. Lost.
Stowe, 56.
Harrow, 149 (Gregory 4 for 23)·

25
o

27
2

2

13
14
13

o
I

3
4

Stowe won by 126 runs.
W.H.B.'s XI.

R. J. Morris, b Fenwick ..
J. C. T. Uttley, b Harris
C. F. Deacon, b Harris. ...•
R. S. Tompkins, c Butlin, b Fenwick
M. F. N. Blakiston, c Butlin, b Fenwick
H. A. Evans, st Forman, b Lloyd...
M. J. R. Bannister, b Fenwick ..
W. H. Bradshaw, Ibw, b Fenwick...
R. E. Snell, c Forman, b Lloyd ..
R. V. P. Adams, b Whitcombe.
A. P. Hill, not ouL .

Extras

Total .... 230

o. M. R. w.
Tompkins 14 0 57 0
Bradshaw .. 23 2 66 3
Blakiston 7 2 25 2
Morris ... 5·'f I 20 2
Hill ... 12 0 53 2

Played at Stowe on Saturday, July 14th.
STOWE

C. C. Malden, b Blakiston 15
M. J. Fenwick, b Bradshaw .. ' 20
A. W. Fraser, st Deacon, b HilL... 76
H. R. V. Whitcombe, b Blakiston... I

C. N. H. Hordern, c Bradshaw, b HilL 45
H. J. Lloyd, b Morris 40
D. M. Vance, b Bradshaw.. I

A. J. Beerbohm, b Bradshaw... 5
JVI. R. J. Forman, run out. 18
P. G. Harris, c and b Morris. 0

R. F. Butlin, not out.. 0
Extras 9
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Aftre more con~istent: Lilley always bowled well, H
erton and H1l1 both had successful days. .' .awtrey Woore was very steady;

Results of Matches :_

:\[ay 19th.

June 7th.

.J lIne 9th.

.J lInc [3th.

June 20th.

June 231'(1.

V, HARROW COLTS (Home). Lost by 7 wkts.

Stowe, 131 for 9 wkts. dec. (vVitham 32, Grieve 28
Harrow, 132 for 3 wkts. not out).

V. BRADFIELD COLTS (Away). Drawn.

::adfield, 158 for 7 Wkts. dec. (Hawtrey Woore 4 for 48)
owe, 98 for 8 wkts. (Hill 37). .

v. BEDFORD COLTS (Home). Drawn.

Stowe, 148 for 5 (ViTitham 40, Crombie 31) R' t
.' am Sopped play.

v. RADLEY COLTS (Home). '"Von by 3 wkts..

Radley, lIS (Allerton 5 for 20, Lilley 3 for 33)
Stowe, 1I6 for 7 wkts. (Crombie 61). . .

V. ST. EDWARD'S COLTS (Away) W b '
St Ed' . . on Y 3 wkts.
St' w~rd s, 149 (LIlley 5 for 51, Hawtrey Woore 3 for 21)

owe, 1.)0 for 7 wkts. (Lilley 63 not out). '

V. OUNDLE COLTS (Home). Drawn.
Oundle, 142 (Lilley 5 for 29).
Stowe, 58 for 4 wkts. .

Everyone on the side could bat, and a most enco~raging feature was that the team
began to realise that once they hac,l made 20 they should. be set for a large score. The
outstanding performance was against St. Edward's, where Rushton and Gambier put
on 195 after four wickets had fallen for 9. Gambier hit the ball very hard, making his
century in 75 minutes. In the next match, R. A. Opperman (B) looked certain to
make another century when the innings was declared. ,W. A. Jenkyn-Jones (q) was a
promising opener, and Day played attractively, especially against Eton, when he helped
to put on 40 for the last wicket. P. T. Craig (W), without making such large scores,
played three valuable innings in awkward situations. The fielding was good, especially
Hamer at cover-point, G. W. Rose (QC) at short-leg and Day in the slips. J. A. Hawkings
(QC) was a sound wicket-keeper, making some good catches on the leg side, but slow
in taking stumping chances. Jenkyn-Jones proved himself a most capable captain,
never allowing the field to become muddled, and by the end of the season was changing
his bowling sensibly.

Results :-

May 19th. v. HARROW (Home). Drawn.

Harrow, 148 for 3 wkts. dec.
Stowe, 82 for 8 wkts. (Bagnall, 18 not out).

June 2nd, v. BLOXHAM (Home). Lost.

Stowe, 104 (Jenkyn-Jones 51).
Bloxham, 107 for 2 wkts.

THE JUNIOR COLTS

Althoug~ only winning one match the] .
~f~ they ~id not win more was due t~ the lau~of Colts ha~ an encouraging season.
a ad theIr good spells, but only against Radl a iliccuracy In bowling. The bowlers
]. B..Hamer (G) bowled far too few balls at th ey d two do well in the same match.
Etoruans. R. A. B. Day (T) worried t e stumps, e:,cept when he bowled five
full tosses, but was the most Successful o~much about SWing and bowled too man
but bc;>wled far too many short on,the ie s· A. Rushton (~) re~lly spun his off-break!,
googlies often took a valbable wicket ~t tump. N.~. Gambler's (T) 'leg-breaks and
made of R. W. Slater (iIt) who kept the steadi ~er erratiC. More use might have been
but must constantly practise length and d' es. ength. All these bowlers show promise

lrectlon.

June 23rd. v. OUNDLE (Away). Drawn.

Stowe, 165 for 7 wkts. dec. (Opperman 95 not out, Gambier 21).
Oundle, 140 for 7 wkts.

June 30th. v. ETON " LOWER SIXPENNY" (Home). Lost.

Stowe, 96 (Day 28 not out).
Eton, 97 for 7 wkts. (Hamer 6 for 32).

July 7th. V. RUGBY (Away). Drawn.

Rugby, ISO for 8 wkts. dec. (Day 4 for 35).
Stowe, 96 for 8 wkts. (Jenkyn-Jones 19, Gambier 18).

v. BEDFORD (Home). Drawn.

Bedford, 114 for 5 wkts. Rain stopped play.

V. RADLEY (Home). Won.

Stowe, 164 for 4 wkts. dec. (Jenkyn-Jones 56, Rose 26, Opperman 27, Day 19 not
out).

Radley, 103 (Rushton 5 for 30, Day 4 for 13)·

June 9th.

June 20th. V. ST. EDWARD'S (Aw":y). Drawn.

Stowe, 205 for 5 wkts. dec. (Gambier 129, Rushton 58 not out).
St. Edward's, III for 5 wkts. (Rushton 3 for 25).

June 13th.

v. ETON UPPER SIXPENNY (Home). Lost by 28 runs
Eton, 143 for 8 wkts. dec. (Lilley 4 for 46). .
Stowe, 1I5 (Dew 39).

V. RUGBY YOUNG GUARD (Away). Drawn,
Rugby, 157 for 3 wkts. dec.
Stowe, 95 for 9 wkts.

.T une 30th.

July 7th.
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CRICKET LEAGUES
1ST XI AVERAGES

BATTING

21.22.

Average
10.20

18.21

3o •II

49.5 0

56.00

with Malvern

2.
9

5
19

2.7

14

WicketsRuns

Highest Average

Runs Score

2.68 53 2.9·77

349 71* 2.9.08

154 54* 2.2..00

2.33 76 2.1.18

2.0 3 54 2.0.3 0

2.02 34 2.0.20

2.45 76 18.85

II4 33 12..67

37 18 6·17

38 31* 19.00

107 2.8 15·2.9

6 3.00

3 2. 1.5 0

1.00

0 0

0 0

20

57

5

4

o

o

o

2.

o

3

2

o

a.

I

81.2.
79·4

19

88.1

22.3

2

9

4

II

3

7

II

10

12

13

II 4

Overs Maidens
8

6

* Not out.

No. of Times
Innings Not Out

II 2

BOWLING

H. J. Lloyd (T) .. ,
M. J. Fenwick (C)

P. G. Harris (~)

D. M. Vance (G)
H. R. V. Whitcombe (B)

Also bowled :-
P. L. Morris (0) 102

W. D. M. Arnott (W) .. , 24

R. F. Budin (G) 23 II

These batting and bowling averages do not ~nclu~e the matches
College and the ?ld Stoics which were too late for lnsertlon.

H. J. Lloyd (T) ... ...
H. R. V. Whitcombe (B)

D. M. Vance (G)

A. W. Fraser (C)
C. N. H. Hordern (W)

M. J. Fenwick (C)
C. C. Malden (6)
P. G. Harris (~)

M. R. J. Forman (0)

Also batted:­

A. J. Beerbohm (C)
M. J. R. Bannister (W)

T. D. Whitson (T)

R. F. Budin (G)
F. J. R. Boddy (C1)
P. L. Morris (0)
W. D. M. Arnott (W) .,.

LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP TABLE

A league B league C league Total

w. L. Pts. w. L. Pts. w.L. Pts.
Grafton 4 3 20 4 3 20 7 0 21 61

Cobham 2 10 7 0 35 2 15 60

Grenville 5 2 25 4 3 20 3 15 60

Chandos 6 30 4 15 3 4 9 54

Walpole 3 4 15 4 3 20 4 .3 12. 47

Temple 2. 25 3 4 15 2 5 6 46

Bruce 6 2. 5 10 6 3 18

Chatham 2. 10 6 0 7 0 15

In an extremely close finish, Grafton, Cobham and Grenv.ille were all within a
point of each other when the league competition ended, and each had to congratulate
itself that Chandos had not been at full strength throughout; for, if this had been the
case, they would almost certainly have finished first. It was originally intended to
follow the League programme with a knock-out competition and since this would
probably have produced a win for Chandos in A, for Cobham in B and Grafton iri C,
it is a little difficult to see why Grafton won the Cup. The answer would appear to be
that they were more consistent than their rivals, who usually had a weak team, either
in A or B or C and could not compensate for its weakness by winning where they were
strong. Grafton certainly deserved the Cup, and like all their rivals continue to put
up g<?od performances in Leagues year after year. Turning to the second half of the
table, it is not often that Walpole is out of the running, and Temple's A team deserved
better support than it got from its Band C. Bruce and Chatham, as usual:passed the
wooden spoon to and fro, and they will probably go on doing this until they make
some sort of effort. The weather on the whole was kind, though a more ambitious
programme of matches would have met with greater difficulties.
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This year's VI is weaker than any Stowe has produced for many years. No school
could expect to turn out season after season a tennis team as good as ours has been for
the last four or five years, and the inevitable fall from distinction to mediocrity has
come our way this year. Whereas in the past it has usually been possible to find a strong
First Pair, a reliable Second and a Third which generally managed to beat its opposite
number, besides winning occasionally against other pairs, this year's weakness is so
pronounced that even now, in early July, we are without a regular First Pair.

The members of the' Ten' are J. S. Yates (0) (Captain), J. M. W. Anstey (0.),
M. D. Beck (W), J. Briggs (~), R. A. Duncan (C), M. S. P. Gardner (B), H. J. Gray
(W), A. R. Griffith (Q), T. Knight (B), M. J. R. Padmore (0), J. G. Rigg (W). Gray
and Knight have not yet been tried in the VI, but all the others have played on occasions,
with varying success. No amount of shuffling has done much good, simply because,
with the exception of Yates, no one in the Ten has sound enough ground shots upon
which to build. Tactics can be learned, once the strokes are mastered; but until a player
has the skill and confidence to enable him to serve competently and. return an ordinary
drive regularly, he cannot hope to win matches. Yates drives well on both hands;
Rigg sometimes plays very well; the others are most unreliable. This is not the fault
of the players-they just have not, as yet, mastered the strokes. Duncan and Gardner
might improve in time, and as they will be at Stowe next year, it is possible that with
Rigg they will form the nucleus of a better VI.

There are some very promising fourteen-year-olds in the School, and the outlook
for 1953 is distinctly bright.

During the last week of June, the four best junior tennis players in Denmark were
entertained at .Stowe. Their tennis was delightful to watch, and their youngest player,
J. Ulrich, might well reach Wimbledon class in a few years' time. Both the players and
their manager thoroughly enjoyed Stowe, and it speaks well for our reputation in
tennis circles that we should have been asked by the L.T.A. to offer them hospitality.

Stowe is not competing in the Glanvill Cup competition this year, but will play in
the Public Schools' Tournament at Wimbledon at the el1d of term.

Results of matches. (The scores shown after each pair are~the results of their
matches against the opponents' First, Second and Third Pairs respectively.)

May 12. v. MR. SHEPHERD-BARRON'S VI. Lost, 2-7.

Duncan and Gardner, 5-7, 5-7; i-6, 3-6 ; 1-6, 7-5,6-4.
Rigg and Beck, 3-6, 6-8; 6-8,0-6; 7-5,6-3.
Padmore and Anstey, 2-6, 2-6 ; 3-6, 5-7 ; 6-4, 4-6, 3-6.

May· 19. v. AYLESBURY L.T.C. Lost, 0-9.
Yates and Gardner, 2-6, 4-6; 4-6,3-6; 5;-7, 10-8,4-6.
Rigg and Griffith, 3-6, 1-6; 4-6, 2-6; 4-6, 6-4, 4-~.
Beck and Briggs, 2-6, 6-8 ; 4-6,6-8; 3-6, 1-6.

Match abandoned at tea-time because
V. COOMBE WOOD L.T.C. 0-3·

of rain.

C
OXFORD Lost 1-7 (one match unfinished).

v ORIEL OLLEGE, ., -6 6
. d 6 6' 3-6 6-8; 6-1,3 ,4-'

Yates and Gar ner, 2- , 4- , 6" 6 -6' 4-6, 3-6.
Beck and Griffith, 4-6, 6-3, 3- , 4- '. ~-I' 6-2.
Anstey and Rigg, 7-9, 8-10; 8-10, -, '

V DALLINGTON L.T.C. Lost, 3-6. 6- 6 6-0
. 6 . 6- 6-2; 2, 2- , .

Yates and Gardner, 8-6, 2-6, 2- , 5-~' -t' -6.
Beck and Gri~fith, 0-6,3-6.; 4-

6
6, 2 t, ~ ,'d-4, 6-4.

Anstey and Rigg, 2-6, 3-6 , 4- , 4 , 5 7

P S A B L.T.A. Lost, 1-6 (two matches unfinished).
v. ., . . . 6 . -6 2-2.
Yates and Duncan, 7-5, 2-6, 7-9; 1-6,. 7-5, -46. 3 ,
Beck and Griffiths, 3-6, 2-6; 4-6

64-6 '. 56~' 33_6, 2-6.
Rigg and Padmore, 3-6, 7-9; 1- , 3-5 , 3,

v WELLINGBOROUGH. Won, 9-0 .
. 8 6 6 2' 6-1 8-6.Yates and Duncan, 7-5, 7-5; -, -, ,

Rigg and Beck, 6-4, 6-3 ; 6-2, 6-2; 6-~,Z-;' 6-0.
Anstey and Gardner, 6-1,6-1; 6-3,6-4, ,

L (two matches unfinished).
v. UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, LEICESTER. ost, 2-5

6 6 4 6 4' 6-3 4-3'
Yates and Anstey, 7-9, 6-2~~ ;-62'-~ 3'-6, 6~4, 3-6.
Duncan and Gardner, 5-7, 3 ' I '. 6-' _ 6-3'
Beck and Rigg, 5-7, 5-7; 3-6,4-3 , 4, 5 7,

v. D.C.S. Lost, 0-9· . 2-6 -6.
Duncan and Gardner, 1-6, 2-6; 1-6, 4-6 , , 3 6· 5-7, 3-6.
Anstey and Padmore, 6-4, 3-6, 6-8 : 6-4, 1-6, 0- ,
Rigg and Beck, 2-6, 3-6 ; 4-6, 4-6 , 7-5, 4-6, 3-6.

June 30. v. MILL HILL. Won, 6-3·
6 6 6' 6 2 6-1' 7-5 6-2.

Yates and Gardner, 4-, 6~' 0-6 '~ '6-4;'5-7,'7-5,6-0.
Duncan and Beck, 4-6, 4- , 3-, 4, 6- . 6-1 6-2.
Rigg and Anstey, 15-13, 2-6, 1-6; 8-6, 3 , ,

July 4. V. CRANWELL. Won, 5-3 (one match unfinished).

Yates and Rigg, 6-3, 6-2; 3
6

6, 662~ ~ ~; 6
6 1; 3

3
~, ~ :.

Duncan and Padmore, 6-4, 2- , 0-, , 6
Beck and Gardner, 2-6, 5-7; 6-4, 6-3 ; 6-3, 4- , 5-7'

. . C S W' bledon was cancelled. Matches still to
The match arranged' agaInst K. .., 1m , . R b nd Old Stoics.

be played are against Eton, Mr. Whitfield's VI, WestmInster, ug Ya
R.W.

June 23·

June 13·

June 9·

June 6.

June 2.

May 26.

May 23·

TENNISLAWN



THE STOIC
THE STOIC 331

Results :-

FENCING

h V. H ARROW. Away. Won, 10-8.
Saturday, May 19t .

Foil.-Won, 6-3' h (CIt:) 2 ~ins I defeat; R. A.
C. J. Cleugh(W) (Capt.),3 wins, 0 defeats; J.G.Nas ,

Nicholson (CIt:) I Wln, 2 defeats.

Lost, 1~44

Lost, 17-35

Won, 31- 27

Won, 28-21

Juniors

V. ST. EDWARD'S, OXFORD (Away).

BEDFORD MODERN (Away). Seniorsv.

. .., th Club this term. The team have been fencing
There has been very htt~ act1v~~ l~ fe:ce each Thursday.

regularly and about half-a- ozen Y fi t h of the term against Harrow, which
On Saturday, May 19th, we ;addourJ rt ~~ ~ match, for both Seniors and Juniors,

was won by 10 fights t~ 8. On Fun ~y, ~{b {he Seniors winning by 10 fights to 6,
was held against Buckmgham encmg u,

and the Juniors by 8 fights to I. . h Old Stoics on Saturday, July 28th, but full
It is hoped to have a match agamst t e

arrangements have not yet been made. .

v. R.A.F., CRANWELL (Home).

G AMMAR SCHOOL, halved I-I; V. ST. EDWARD'S,
Water Polo: v. NORTHAMPTON M~DE~N (Seniors), lost 0-6, (Juniors), lost 0-2;

OXFORD, lost 2-5; v. BEDFORD
R A F CRANWELL, won 3-2. J.A.P.v. . ..,

July 21st.

July 11th.

July 14th.
SWIMMING

A small party of shivering Stoics helped to drag the pool clear of weeds and put
down the matting on May 19th, in the expectation of warmer weather. With the tempera­
ture of the water at 60° F. swimming started earlier than usual, on May 23rd.

Though we had a much weaker team than last year we managed to win comfortably
our customary'first match against Northampton Grammar School on May 30th. The
match was at home and the encouragement given by this first win was certainly necessary,
for our next two matches were lost-to Harrow (Seniors and Juniors) and to Berk­
hamsted. Our next fixture was with St. Edward's, Oxford. We beat them in a very
enjoyable swimming match, but in Water Polo they were definitely superior. This
might in the first half, during which they scored twice, have been because the two teams
were playing under different rules, they under the new and we the old-a misunder­
standing which was speedily rectified for the second half [

To date, these have been the only four matches, as we were unable to enter a team
for the Bath Club Relays. This was due both to our weakness in free style s',Vimmers
and to the fact that tickets had been bought long in advance for the play at Stratford,
Richard II, on the same day as the Relays.

An effort is being made, however, to increase the number of fixtures for both Seniors
. and Juniors. This should give a greater incentive to train than has hitherto existed.
Also, to increase the number of Junior matches would ensure a good foundation on
which to build future teams. For Summer 1952 it is hoped to have twelve matches,
including the Bath Club Relays and art Old Stoic match.

To the remaining of last year's Colours, T. A. Trimingham (W), R. M. Nicholson (B)
and]. A. Pearman (W), has been added, so far this term, only one, G. K. Burrell (0).

. He has already this term bettered three times the 100 yards breast-stroke School record
which he set up last year. The new record now stands at 80.2 sees.

Results to date :-

The members of the of the Twenty this year are :-R. M. Nicholson (B) (Capt.),
]. A. Pearman (W), Han. Secretary, T. A. Trimingham (W), G. K. Burrell (0), M.
Davis (T), R. S. L. Pearman (W), T. R. H. Lewis (B), P. J. Tickell (B), T. ManviIIe­
Hales (C), H. R. Campion (C), A. M. Crawford (G), T. M. Molossi (G), N. M. Bates
(G), G. M. Corbett (T), ]. D. N. Hartland-Swann (B), B. G. W. Spencer (B), 1. C.
McLellan«(!).

2 wins, I defeat; R. M. T. Chetwynd

May 30th.

June 12th.

June 23rd.

V. NORTHAMPTON GRAMMAR SCHOOL (Home).

v. HARROW SENIORS (Away).

v. HARROW JUNIORS (Away).

v. BERKHAMSTED (Away).

Won, 36- 18

Lost, 8-26

Lost, 10-18

Lost, 21-37

Sabre.-Lost,4-5·
C. J. Cleugh I win, 2 defeats; J. G. Nash

(W) I win, 2 defeats.

BUCKINGHAM FENCING CLUB. Home. Won, 18-7·
Sunday, July 8th. v.

Seniors.-Won,I0-6. . defeats; J. Briggs (QC)
C J Cleu h 3 wins, I defeat; J. G. Na~h 4 wms, 0

. ~ wins~ 2 defeats; R. A. Nicholson I wm, 3 defeats.

Juniors.-Won, 8-1. wins a defeats; A. G. Loriston-
T. J. Lea(W) 3wins, 0 defeats ;A. M. Crawford (G) 3 '

Clarke (W) 2 wins, I defeat.. c.J.c.
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RUGBY FOOTBALL RUGBY FOOTBALL ~-""\IXTURES

SEVEN-A-SIDES

Team :-C. J. S. Cullum (B), M. L. Henderson (W), N. A. Gray (ct), M. J. R.
Bannister (W), H. J. Gray (W), W. M. Patterson (B), C. C. Malden (~).

In the Final Housematch, Chatham beat Walpole by 3 matches to 2. Tennis
Leagues were won by Chatham, with 74 points; Temple, with 68 points, were
runners-up.

Stowe at last distinguished itself in the Public Schools Seven-a-Sides competition,
held this year at the Old Deer Park on April 4th and 5th. By beating St. Bede's (Man­
chester) 8-0, Blundell's 5-3, and Ampleforth 8-0, they entered the quarter-finals,
where they were beaten 3-1 I by Stonyhurst, t~e losing finalists.

In the opening game with St. Bede's, played in heavy rain, the superb handling of
the backs, coupled with the undeniable supremacy of the forwards, led to two tries
by Cullum and comparatively easy victory; The ground had dried by the afternoon,
and the game with Blundell's was hard and very fast. Blundell's scored an unconverted
try early on ; they held on to their lead and several times were within feet of increasing
it, but the Stowe defence resisted grimly. The play was swinging from one side of the
field to the other with crippling speed and it looked all up with Stowe; then in the
final minute of the game Cullum jinked his way over in the corner and Patterson's
fine kick won the match. In the game against Ampleforth the team really got into top
gear and played magnificent rugger. The forwards got far more than their share of
the ball and the backs were full of'ideas which almost resulted time and again in tries
being scored. In the first minute of the second half the ball was passed straight to
Cullum who ran round all opposition to score under the posts. Soon, following a fine
run by Patterson, N. A. Gray, cleverly anticipating; picked up the ball from a loose
kick-ahead and went over in the corner. Stowe were then content to sit on their lead.

The final match v. Stonyhurst was a tragedy forCStowe. Play was even for the first
five minutes; then N. A. Gray and Malden were simultaneously knocked out and,
although they continued playing, were obviously dazed and not fully aware of what
was happening. From then on Stonyhurst gained the upper hand and scored three
quick tries, thanks mainly to their scrum-half, who brought back memories of his
Oundle counterpart. Stowe fought back well and scored through Bannister, but they
could not overcome the disadvantage of virtually carrying two passengers.

Home.
Home.
Home.
Home.
Home.
Home.
Away.
Home.
Away.
Away.
Home.
Home.
Home.
Home.
Home.

Home.
Home.
Away.
Away.
Home.
Home.
Home.
Home.
Away.
Home.
Home.

Away.
Home.
Home.
Away.
Home.
Home.
Away.
Home.
Home.
Home.
Away.

1ST XV.

W d 0 t lo.-Bloxhame., c.
S 0 t 13·-Buckinghamat., c .
W d 0 t 17.-R.A.F., Haltone., c.
Sat Oct 27·-Bedford .
W~d., Oct: 3r.-St. Edward's, Oxford
Wed., Nov. 7·-Radley
Sat., Nov. 10._Berkhamsted
Wed., Nov. 14·-0undle
Sat Nov 17 -Harrow S h I
W~d Nov: 21:_Wellingborough Gramm~rh c fO
Wei: Dec. 5.-Northampton Grammar c 00

3RD XV.

W d 0 t lo.-Bloxhame., c. G Shoal
O 24.-Ketterin.g rammar cWed., ct.

Sat., Oct. 27.-Bedford ,
Wed., Oct. p.-St. Edward s, Oxford
Sat., Nov. 3·-0undle
Wed., Nov. 7·-Radley
Sat., Nov. 10._Berkhamsted

~~d. ~~~: ~~:-:~~~enCollege SchoolS ~xf~rd
Sat ' Nov. 24.-Northampton Grammar c 00

W~d., De<;. 12.-Towcester Grammar School

2ND XV.

Sat., Oct. 6.-WaspS
W d Oct 10._R.A.F."Haltone., . XV
Sat., Oct. 13.-T . A. Kemp's
Sat., Oct. 20.-BEDFORD

o t 7 -London Scottish
Sat., c. 2. ST EDWARD'S OXFORD
Wed., Oct. 31·- . ,
Wed., Nov. 7.-RADLEY.
Sat Nov. lo.-Richmond
Tu~s., Nov. 13·-0UNDLE.
Sat., Nov. 17·-HARROW
Sat., Nov. 24.-CHELTENHAM
Wed., Nov. 28.-RUGBX
Sat Dec. I.-Old StOlcS ERBURY
Sat:: Dec. 8.-KING'S SCHOOL, CANT
Sat., Dec. 15 .-Rosslyn Park

NEWSLATETENNISLAWN
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Sat.,
Sat.,
Sat.,

4T H XV.

Oct. 2o.-Kingham Hill School
Nov. 3.-0undle
Nov. Io.-Bedford

Away.
Home.
Home.

BOOK .REVIEW

COLTS' XV.

Wed., Oct. 7.-Bedford Modern
Sat., Oct. 2o.-Bedford
Wed., Oct. 24.-Magdalen College School, Brackley
Wed., Oct. 3I.-St. Edward's, Oxford
Wed., Nov. 7.-Radley
Tues., Nov. 13.-0undle
Wed., Nov. 14.-Bloxham
Sat., Nov. 17.-Harrow
Sat., Nov. 24.-Cheltenham
Wed., Nov. 28.-Magdalen College School, Brackley
Sat., Dec. I.-Northampton Grammar School
Wed., Dec. 5.-Rugby

JUNIOR COLTS' XV

Wed., Oct: 17.-Bedford Modern
Sat., Oct. 2o.-Bedford
Wed., Oct. 24.-Magdalen College School, Brackley
Wed., Oct. 3I.-St. Edward's School, Oxford.
Sat., Nov. 3.-Harrow
Wed., Nov. 7.-Radley
Sat., Nov. Io.-Berkhamsted
Wed., Nov. 14.-0undle
Wed., Nov. 2I.-Magdalen College School, Oxford
Wed., Nov. 28.-Magdalen College School, Brackley
Sat., Dec. I.-Royal Grammar School, High Wycombe
Wed., Dec. 5.-Rugby

UNDER FOURTEEN XV

Wed., Oct. 17·-Magdalen College School, Oxford
Sat., Oct. 2o.-Bedford
Wed., Oct. 24.-Magdalen College School, Brackley
Sat., Oct. 27.-Dragon School
Wed., Oct. 3I.-St. Edward's, Oxford
Wed., Nov. 7.-Radley
Wed., Nov. 2I.-Dragon School
Wed., Nov. 28.-Magdalen College School, Brackley

Home.
Home.
Away.
Home.
Away.
Away.
Home.
Away.
Home.
Home.
Home.
Home.

Home.
Away.
Home.
Away.
Away.
Home.
Away.
Home.
Away.
Away.
Away.
Home.

Away.
Home.
Home.
Home.
Away.
Home.
Away.
Away.

" THE ITALIAN LEFT"

by THE HaN. W. HILTON-YOUNG (W, 1941).

This book is a very complete survey of the fortunes and misfortunes of the Italian
Socialists of all persuasions, up to three years ago. The story begins in 1857, thirty­
five years before the Party was founded (and well befo~e the national union ,of the
country was accomplished), with the efforts of a ~eol?oh~an nobleman, Carl Plscane,
to organise revolt among the pe~sants. He lost hIS ltfe .lt~ the process. Other fore­
runners with messages for the Itahan masses were :-ManZln1, who hoped for s~mpathy
from the Church; Bakunin, a Russian anarchist, an advocate of bomb throwmg, but
more interested in intellectuals than in proletarians; Garibaldi, a symbol of political
freedom to all creeds when once this patriot's work was done; Benoit Malon, the
founder of the paper" Avanti ! ", and the enel?-Y of violence; and !<Sarl Marx. The
last named provided, of course, plenty of materIal for a struggle, but m the long run
was unmercifully analysed by the clear thinking Italian political philosophers, like
Benedetto Croce, and became a very doubtful asset.

A proletarian party of sorts appeared in 1882, but under the ~estricted f~anchise of
the time it failed to get any seats in two general elections. Unhke Baku~n'~ group,
it was all workers and had no intellectuals for leaders. 1892 saw the Soclahst Party
actually founded, but only on the shaky foundations of precarious fusion of bourgeois
and working-class reformists. This desire to please so many people became an ob­
session which persistently weakened the Party, though it held together somehow or
other till the end of the first World War. The author calls it " Oil and water" mixture.
The Socialists called it " Unity at all costs".

From I 892 on they strove ceaselessly for as many seats as possible in parlia!?~nt,

but adopted the odd policy of never supporting any government measure or coahtlOn.
So for years the Socialists floundered along, suffering intermittent arrests when lab(;mr
troubles occurred, making and rejecting friendships with kindred groups, and playmg
the game of " tendencies, splits and splinters ", says Mr. Hilton-Youn!?, ber:eath that
mystic cloak of unity. Plenty of Italian Premiers took a sympathetic hne wIth them,
but never would they budge. Even when a man like Giolitti, at the helm.almo~t
continuously from 19°3 to 1912, and endeavouring by fair means and foul to wm theIr
support, passed socialist measures, the Socialists held aloof.

In 1912, the dramatic and truculent entry of Mussolini into the Party'~ de~ib~rations
began to shake the bulk of their ranks so violently that they expelled him mSlde two
years, namely at the beginning of the War. They shrank before his way of " gett~ng

things done". Even though the War really split the Party (the revolutionary wmg
now virtually took charge), they clung to a mask of unity nevertheless. Ho.wever,
in the years succeeding the Peace Conference, every conceivable form of dIsorder
under a series of singularly ineffective Prime Ministers was the order of the day-a
revolutionary" climate", if ever there was one. But the Socialists held back, ~nd

even the extremists seemed to imagine that, if they talked loud enough, the revolUtlon
would just turn up one day.
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It was in the midst of this chaos that Communism took shape as something really
distinct, and provoked the rise of Fascism under Mussolini. He stood as before for
" getting things done", but this time in the name of Italy and as the enemy of bol­
shevism. The end of democracy did not come till January 1925, but the dietat"or's
path had meantime been systematically cleared, mostly by the violence of the Black­
shirts, who had been defying such authority as remained. Industrialists and landowners
leaned towards this man who broke strikes and broke them quickly. The demobilised
and unemployed youth of the country were attracted to the Fascist ranks because it
gave them something to do.

From 1925 Socialism and Communism had to go underground or into exile, and
there they remained for eighteen years. During that time they learned a little about
positive policies and what to do when their chance came. It is true, of course, that
between the overthrow of Mussolini in July 1943 and the election of the present parlia­
ment in April 1948, the Allies allowed no real power to anybody, but the Socialists
and Communists were patriotic enough during this period to take part in several coalitions
of Left, Right and Centre, under Puppet Premiers, while not forgetting to grind their
own axes in preparation for the crucial polling day. It was during this interim period
that the two last Kings of Italy had packed up discreetly in anticipation of being sent
packing, and the country had voted by referendum for a republican constitution. The
issue at the elections, in general terms, was Catholic democracy, led by the Catholic
de Gasperi, and more or less supported by the Socialists, versus Communism, and the
result was a considerable reverse for the Communists. De Gasperi was confirmed in
his position as Prime Minister and he is still there to-day, leading the Catholics, the
Republicans and the Socialists.

To sum up, the book shows the nebulous character of the Italian Left all through
its career. Though unity was professed most of the time, there was no fundamental
unity ever. Moreover a wide range of creeds passed for years under the same general
name of Socialism. Communism did not adopt a separate label till the chaotic times
after World War I. That period gave the extremists, who were legion, a unique chance
to start revolution, but they let Mussolini in instead. Italy still has her great problems
of over-population, scarcity of minerals, and poor soil, the same which have been
handicapping her economy ever since Left Wingers first concerned themselves with
reform. But, as the author of this book shews clearly, she is handicapped in three other
ways as well: (a) The inability of the Latin exactitude of mind to work whole-heartedly
with any group holding even slightly different views; (b) The proportional electoral
system, which favours multiplicity of parties and all the embarrassing compromises
which iliis system involves; and (c) Italian democracy is still too young to be the life­
blood of the people.

The whole story would be rather a dreary one but for the scholarly and vivid version
offered by Mr. Hilton-Young to his readers. There is an invaluable index which he
has most efficiently compiled.. There are also portraits of most of the men who figure
in the narrative.

An item or two of marginal interest may perhaps be quoted in conclusion. It
appears that, under the Mussolini regime, among many clandestine publications spon­
sored by the Communists, they had a special one for children! And finally, there is the
case of a certain Marinetti, one of Mussolini's early" futurist" supporters, who worked
out a scheme for kidnapping the Pope by air and dropping him in the Adriatic. By
such an exploit all the antics even of ad'Annunzio might have been thrust into the shade.

R.E.J.D.


